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Reflections of 9/11 


During a coffee break, AFSCME members protest the recent veto of their salary increase. 


Employees rally for fifteen minutes 


By JAY HOBSON 
News Editor 


Approximately 125 employees 
of NECC met Thursday, Sept. 5 in 
front of the Bentley 


million from the Legislature’s high- 
er education budget” Swift wrote. 
Citing a savings of $30 million by 
“revisiting collective bargaining 
agreements”, the governor reneged 
on previously agreed upon pay 


campus. Each employee then pro- 
cured a placard from a compart- 
ment at the rear of a three-wheeled 
maintenance vehicle. With signs in 
hand the union members, some in 
business suits and others in mainte- 

nance —_uni- 


Library on the col- ¢ ¢ forms, shout- 
lege’s Haverhill cam- ed their slo- 


pus for a “coordinat- 
ed coffee break”. 
The event report- 
edly included every 
campus of every 
community college, 
state college and uni- 
versity in 
Massachusetts. 
Holding placards 
that read “A Deals A 
Deal”, “Fund The Contracts”, 
“Keep Your Word” and “Higher 
Ed. Unions United” the members 
of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME) voiced 
their opposition to Gov. Jane 
Swift’s veto of a pay increase for 
employees in higher education. 
Gov. Swift’s vetoes were 
explained in a July 29 letter to the 
Legislature. “I have vetoed $38 


The Legislature needs to do the right 
thing and fund these contracts. 


_ —Professor Joseph LeBlanc 


increases for AFSCME_ union 
members. “Even though the faculty 
and staff of our public higher edu- 
cation system deserve a raise, the 
new fiscal realities force us to 
revisit the timing of these con- 
tracts” Goy. Swift said-prompting 
union members to collectively 
speak out. 

The “coffee break” began 
promptly at 10 a.m. with workers 
streaming from every building on 


gans at pass- 
ing motorists. 

“We have 
good weather 
and a good 
turnout” said 
AFSCME 
steward Judy 
Kelleher. 

“The leg- 
islature needs 
to do the right thing and fund these 
contracts” added professor Joseph 
Leblanc. 

As quickly and orderly as it 
began, the break was over. At 
exactly 10:15 Kelleher announced 
the end of the event. Placards were 
returned to the maintenance vehi- 
cle, cigarettes were extinguished 
and the employees returned to their 
jobs. 
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indie artist 


Trustees say no to 
administration raises 


With budget approval 
comes a contingency 
of salary reserves 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


SPREE ONE TS ae EN Eee rer eee 


The night before the members of 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees 
protested the veto of their pay 
increase, President David Hartleb 
was asking the Board of Trustees for 
a $155,000 salary reserve for non- 
unit professionals. All but one of the 
Trustees approved the budget with 
the contingency, which means 
Hartleb’s request for raises was 
delayed. 

Trustee Richard Early, who voted 
against the motion, asked for the past 
3-4 years of salary increases before 
he would vote in favor of Hartleb’s 
request. 


tional funds. 

“It’s a very good chance we will 
be cut an additional $750,000,” 
Hartleb speculated. “We may not 
find out until November’ or 
December. Possibly as late as 
January.” 

Hartleb also said he is on the 
fence about the increase, “Just 


because one group doesn’t receive 


their increase doesn’t mean the other 
shouldn’t get it.” Hartleb added, “It’s 
been a terrible budget year. We may 
have to use that money elsewhere.” 

Hartleb, who refused a salary 
increase last year, is open to a salary 
increase this year if all the union 
members receive their increases. The 
Observer reported, in February 
2001, Hartleb’s salary was at 
$135,500. 

“There’s a lot of ifs,” Hartleb 
said. “But if they get their increases 
and if we don’t get cut again, yes, I 
would accept a salary increase.” 


a 


Just because one group doesn’t receive 
their increase doesn’t mean the other 


shouldn’t get it. 


—President David Hartleb 


“If I didn’t put it in as a contin- 
gent,” Hartleb explained. “Then it 
may not be available later.” 

Non-unit professional staff mem- 
bers include Hartleb, all of the 
administrators and non-union staff 
members. Hartleb explained they 
have to be in the budget because they 
are not part of the collective bargain- 
ing unit all union members are part 
of. 

Hartleb said he does not want the 
money now, because the union posi- 
tions have had their salary increases 
vetoed by acting Gov. Jane Swift, but 
needs to have it approved by the 
board. 

Hartleb said he would not justi- 
fy the increase until the college 
finds out if it will be cut any addi- 


File photo 


President David Hartleb 
presented the budget with a 
$155,000 salary reserve for 
non-unit professionals. 
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Do administrators 
deserve a raise? 


The budget on campus is still 
dismal _yet President Hartleb 
asked the Board of Trustees for a 
$155,000 salary reserve for non- 
unit professionals. 

This happened the night 
before the union members on 
campus staged a protest because 
acting Gov. Jane Swift vetoed 
their pay increase. 

So let’s set the stage... 

Students are paying more in 
fees and union members are not 
getting their pay increases, yet 
Hartleb thinks the administrators 
deserve a pay increase. 

How is that justified? 

Hartleb claims he is not ready 
to justify it, but simply asking for 
it shows us he feels they are wor- 
thy of a raise. 

The number of non-unit pro- 
fessionals is about 62. Do the 
math, $155,000 divided by 62 is 
a $2500 increase for each person. 
That's a lot of money for one per- 
son to receive for a salary 
increase. 

To most students $2500 is the 
cost of two semesters, books and 


supplies. Why is it fair for the 
administration to receive a raise 
but not the AFSCME? 

The raise in student fees gen- 
erated $1 million, did half our 
money go towards their raises? If 
it did, then we oppose. Our 
money could be better spent than 
on salary increases. 

Why not give the part of the 
$155,000 to the athletic depart- 
ment? Doesn’t Sue MacAvoy 
deserve an assistant before the 
administrators deserve a pay 
increase? 

We understand the adminis- 
tration has taken on more duties 
with the recent budget crisis, but 
still $2500 a person is a bit much. 

Hartleb refused a raise last 
year but the rest of the non-unit 
professionals didn’t. 

How much money was spent 
last year on their raises? Did any- 
one else refuse? Interesting 
questions aren’t they. 

NECC’s budget has been cut 
for the past two years. Shouldn’t 
the administration be the first to 
give up extra money so the col- 
lege community is less affected? 

We think they should. And we 
have reason to believe a lot of 
people would agree. 


Do you have something to say? 
Write an opinion column or 


a letter to the editor. 
Send to: observer@necc.mass.edu 
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“NONSENSE”, SAYS 
RENT SCOWCROF Tu. 


Should the United States 
attack Iraq? 


Gordon Harnum, Computer Science 
“J haven’t heard all the facts but if 
they’re true, we should attack Iraq. I 
really believe the U.S. should get the 
facts first before they do anything.” 


Gerry Morin, faculty, History & 
Government Department, CIS 
“There isn’t enough evidence in the 
present time for an attack. There are 
too many unanswered questions the 
government needs to answer first.” 


Dave Rouse, Psychology 
“T would feel guilty to kill the inno- 
cent and not feel bad killing the 


guilty.” 


Smash ~All a. 


| 
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Baie “Yeah because Iraq is a threat.” “Yes, because if we [the U.S.] don’t “I have a bad feeling about Iraq because 

Faculty Adviser: Amy Callahan attack first, they'll [Iraq] attack us — Saddam is a leader that needs to expand 
first.” his regime to stay in power. If the U.S. 
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prepared for an attack on Iraq but not to 
attack, that would be the best solution.” 
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Should the United 
States attack Iraq? 


Its war season and the 
United States is going 
hunting 


The fear of 
_ terror can give 
power and 
» encouragement 
to any war. With 
everybody rally- 
R ing towards retal- 
siation of the 
~ events of 
September 11th, attacking Iraq seems 
quite reasonable. President Bush is 
going to attack Iraq no matter what 
anybody says. 

Not too long ago our presi- 


‘dent spoke with members at the 


United Nations about how to resolve 
issues with Iraq. Bush gave them a 
simple ultimatum: you get Iraq to 
play by the rules and allow UN 
inspectors in the country or we’re 
gonna have a little homecoming sur- 
prise party. Those weren’t Bush’s 
exact words but that’s exactly what 
he meant. Either Iraq has to cooper- 
ate with the UN or the U.S. is going 
to attack without consideration of 
anyone else. 

Citizens of the United States for 
the most part support his decisions. 
Most people don’t like the idea of 
war and all the 


getting rid of the immediate problem 
not the country itself. In other words 
Saddam Hussein should be simply 
assassinated. It’s the best solution. 
We’ll save time, money, soldiers and 
best of all, well look good in the 
eyes of Iraqi citizens because we 
eliminated their dictator. 

With 
Saddam 
Hussein 
gone we 
can install 
a democ- 
ratic state 
in our own 
view. Then 
we can 
have a nice 
little treaty 
agreement 
with them 
and even 
build trade 
ag hee = 
ments with 
them too. There’I] be no more worry- 
ing about oil. Maybe after the new 
Iraq is setup, Palestine will follow 
(or we'll just assassinate Yasser 
Arafat) and create a democratic state 
with the United States. 

Despite my solution President 
Bush has already sent about one 
quarter of U.S. Central Command 
staff from Tampa, FL to the Persian 
Gulf state of Qatar for a November 
deadline. Pentagon sources claim the 
military officials will be performing 


agreement refusal. Bush hopes to 
have other countries besides Great 
Britain who has already chosen to 
assist us to join in an effort to termi- 
nate terrorism. Secretary of State 
Colon Powell is working with four 
members, one each from Russia, 
China, France, and Great Britain of 
the UN’s 
Security 
Council to 
determine 
Iraq’s dead- 
line to com- 
ply with UN 
weapons 

inspectors. 
Iraq is a 
terrorist threat 
brercuasthiste 
President 
Bush says 
they harbor 
weapons. of 
destruction 
and highly 
dangerous terrorist organizations. 
Our president has made many accu- 
sations without substantial evidence 
of anything he has said being true. 
Iraq for fact does not have any form 
of nuclear material to make a nuclear 
missile. Of course I cannot confirm 
that just like our good ol’ president. 
Just like Iraqi’s foreign minister Naji 
Sabri said, “Bush is just dishing out a 
lot of anti-Iraq propaganda”. Without 
the facts it does sound like Bush is 
trying to sell us a lot of commercial 
ads. Sabri says Iraq 


P has no weapons. Even 
repercussions Piece. G&isoa : 
5 the former chief for 
follow. We don’t 


want to see any- 
more of our coun- 
trymen and 
women dying. We 
also don’t want to 
spend large, need- 
less amounts of 
money especially 
in this fluctuating 
and unreliable economy. If you did- 
n’t know, wars aren’t cheap. And 
homeland security money won’t suf- 
fice. 

My opinion on the whole subject 
is there should not be a war. The 
United States isn’t obligated to be the 
big bully. The country is better off 


Most People don’t like the idea of war 
and all the repercussions that follow. 


a one-week exercise there for new 
deployment techniques. 

President Bush will be giving 
Iraq a few weeks to come to a deci- 
sion before our country will act. The 
soldiers that are being deployed into 
Qatar from Florida plus the soldiers 
already in the Middle East will be 
ready for war after Iraq’s expected 


UN weapons inspec- 
tion believes Iraq 
doesn’t pose a threat. 
Who can we 
trust? What can we 
do? What should we 
do? What are we 
doing now and how 
are we going to do it? 
Our president wants revenge, retalia- 
tion, and renewal with a new Iraq. He 
doesn’t care what others think. Iraq is 
going down. And hopefully we all 
can sing in unison “Bombs Over 
Baghdad” (Outkast) in the end. 


Remember being a kid? 


Though you 
drive a car now, 
‘remember when 
_ the biggest sense 
of freedom you 
.had was when 
your parents let 

Me you ride your 
bike to your best friend’s house for 
the first time? 

Though you have a job that pays 
you lots of money, remember when 
you thought $10 could buy you the 
world? 

Remember when you went to 
school and looked forward to recess 
instead of dreading going to Intro to 
Biology? 

That gullible innocence that kept 
you from conceiving what the dread- 
ful world of the adult is really like. 

That innocence is one of the best 
things about being a kid. I wish 
sometimes I could have it now so that 


I could be ignorant to the evil that 
goes on in the world. However, that 
can never happen. Though I can 
never go back to the bliss of being a 
kid, the children in today’s society 
should be able to stay there for as 
long as possible. The question is will 
they be able to? 

If you’re a kid now, no place is 
safe. The news has been littered with 
news over the last year of children 
who have been molested by so-called 
holy men and killed in drive by 
shootings. This past summer, so 
many children were abducted from 
their homes that it seemed like a 
leisurely pastime. Our television 
screens became audio-visual milk 
cartons as we watched a new kid dis- 
appear every other day. 

Kids growing up in today’s world 
are in much more danger than they 
ever have been before. This is 
painfully obvious to anybody who 
reads a newspaper or watched the 
nightly news. The sad part is that as 
the world becomes a more dangerous 


place, the blissful ignorance that we 
knew as children becomes lost. The 
bike ride to a friend’s house is now a 
stealth mission, trying to remain 
unseen by the predators who walk the 
streets. 

As the ocean of modern day soci- 
ety brings more and more of our kids 
out to sea in its riptide, more will be 
lost. While adults may have the 
knowledge to try to fight the current, 
the young ones who are newly 
exposed will writhe in the maelstrom 
before eventually they drown. 

Once they lose their ignorance 
and are exposed to the harsh realities 
of the grown up world, then children 
will be nothing more than miniature 
versions of us, the adults. The ones 
who carry a chip on their shoulder 
because we know that, most likely, 
mankind will destroy itself. And like 


‘us they won’t try to stop its downfall 


because they will also know that it’s 
too late. 


‘And now I must 
say goodbye’ 


In the by-gone era of newspaper 
journalism a reporter with shirt- 
sleeves rolled up, necktie loosened, 
crumpled fedora (with a press card 
sticking out of the band) cast aside 
and a cigarette dangling from the 
corner of his mouth toiled over his 
story. Pounding out thoughts and 
ideas on a manual typewriter, scowl- 
ing over each word and phrase the 
journalist tried to make the finished 
product the best that could be pro- 
duced. When the story was finished, 
the pages were ripped from the type- 
writer and held triumphantly aloft 
while the journalist yelled “COPY!” 
signaling a copy-boy to run over 
grab the manuscript for delivery to 
the presses. 

With the finished article came a 
sense of satisfaction that the journal- 
ist did the best he could and that it 
was time to move on. 

That time has too quickly arrived 
for me. I am moving to Florida to 
pursue educational and journalistic 
career opportunities. 


I have only been the news editor 
at the Observer for a short time, (I 
think I may have set a record) but in 
that time I have had the opportunity 
to meet interesting people and work 
with an extraordinary newsroom 
staff that have been a tremendous 
help to me. 

To Joe LeBlanc, my Journalism I 
professor, Observer Faculty Adviser 
Amy Callahan, fellow staffers Gayle, 
Tim, Michael and Deb, thank-you 
for making it so interesting and 
enjoyable to be on staff at the 
Observer. 

When I arrived at the first pro- 
duction meeting for this semester’s 
first issue I thought ‘what have I 
done, I'll never be able to do this’. 
Well, you showed me that I could do 
it, and gave me the patient guidance 
to get over my jitters. Thanks again. 

Today journalists work on com- 
puters with images on a screen 
instead of sheets of crisp white paper 
we can rip out of the machine. The 
work of creating interesting and 
informative articles is the same, but 
there are no copy-boys, nevertheless 
it’s time for this reporter to shout 
sCOPRM Is 


Student sees changes 
In post-9/11 attitudes — 


By STEVE KRAKAUER 
Daily Orange (Syracuse U.) 


SYRACUSE, N.Y. - It seems like 
only yesterday that two planes hit the 
Twin Towers, 2,800 innocent 
American lives were lost and our 
country was forever changed. 

It seems like only yesterday, but 
it wasn't -- it was over a year ago. 
And it's been almost one full year 
since the war on terrorism, or 
"Operation Enduring Freedom," 
began. President George W. Bush 
told Americans in his subsequent 
speeches following Sept. 11 that the 
"war" we were entering would not be 
a typical one. It would last "months, 
years," warned Bush, and he asked 
for patience. 

As the anniversary of Sept. 11 
came and went, we're left pondering 
how far we have come in our overall 
plot to rid the world of terror. 

Flags decorating cars have 
almost completely been packed 
away, NYPD gear is no longer as 
fashionable and the president's 
approval rating has dropped to a 
palatable percentage. But that doesn't 
change the fact that we need to pro- 
tect our citizens from future violence. 
insinuated that 


When it was 


Osama bin Laden was behind the 
tragedy, he became the figurehead for 
Americans to loathe. It's been over 11 
months since the war on terrorism 
began and bin Laden has still not 
been captured or confirmed dead. | 

Now America faces another 
enemy, this time from a terrorist o 
the past: Saddam Hussein. We must 
not be blind to the fact that Hussein 
poses a threat and we need to act on 
ridding Iraq of the tainted regime he 
currently runs. 

These terrorist organizations are 
just some of those that must be erad- 
icated without delay. Delay will mean 
more bloodshed, more loss of life/and 
a declining trust by the American 
people that our army is accomplish- 
ing what it set out to do. 

In Monday's Daily Orange, a 
front page article covering a student 
protest on Iraq quoted an Syracuse 
University student as saying, "vio- 
lence begets violence." This slogan is 
quite true. When bin Laden and al 
Qaeda declared war on the United 
States by murdering innocent citi- 
zens, their violence opened the flood- 
gates to a violent reaction from the 
United States. 

America's extermination of the 
terrorist cells must be swift. 


To the editor: 

I wanted to give a big thank you 
to the folk(s) who share lovely bas- 
kets filled with necessities in some of 
the women’s rooms on the third floor 
of C building. This random act of 
kindness is very much appreciated. It 
is people like you who make my time 
at work even nicer. It was a special 
way to return to NECC after my 
Sabbatical to know that somehow, in 
spite of budget cuts, the culture and 
climate at NECC has become kinder 
and gentler in this little but important 
way. Thanks again. 

Sandra DeVellis 

Professor 

Behavioral Science 


Or drop letters off in our 
newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 
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Four Democratic candidates duke it out 


For all of 
you who were 
wondering 
what is going 
on in politics, 
I'm going to 
inform you. 

This year 
the citizens of 
Massachusetts 
are _ partially 
obligated to 
delegate who will be running our 
state. This year is the biggest and most 
heated debate is amongst four democ- 
ratic candidates for governor. What 
makes this year’s candidate for gover- 
nor so special, especially a democrat- 
ic one, is because of the sheer incom- 
petence of our current republican gov- 
ernor Jane Swift. 

As the public’s opinion editor for 
this school paper, | decided to makes 
things easy for you. I went on the 
Internet, did some research on each 
democratic candidate, and compiled 
four individual mini-stories on each 
with my opinion included. Each mini- 
story will contain all the important 
topics: education, health care, econo- 
my, & state government. None of 
these stories will be biased so I can 


Shannon O’Brien 


guarantee you'll benefit 100% from 
the information given. 

Shannon O’Brien who is our cur- 
rent state treasurer has a small but yet 
substantial lead against her opponents. 
Her history in government is quite 
impressive. She cleaned up the state 
lottery making it the most profitable 
and most organized state lottery in the 
nation. 

Aside from her time working for 
the Commonwealth, O’Brien is 
accomplishing a great feat by virtual- 
ly blowing away her male competi- 
tors. For all you skeptics who believe 
females are not capable of completing 
a ‘real’ job, think again! Shannon 
O’Brien is probably the most capable 
and willingly candidate for governor. 

Shannon O’Brien is greatly con- 
cerned with the state’s education sys- 
tem. She worked in the Legislature 
and raised money for higher educa- 
tion. She supported increased funding 
for public schools and promoted such 
programs as the Education Reform 
Act which gave billions of dollars to 
improve schools. 

A main issue within the scope of 
education Shannon O’Brien is focus- 
ing on is the MCAS. Her plans are 
simple to improve MCAS results. 
O’Brien wishes to have teachers prop- 
erly trained. In turn after teachers 
receive their training they will then 
teach what the students need to know 
so they can pass the test. The results 
will show by shrinking the achieve- 
ment gap and more students will grad- 
uate. 

Shannon O’Brien wants to take a 
leadership role in our state’s health 
care by implementing programs that 


will give doctors the choice to pick the 
most cost effective and medically use- 
ful drugs for patients. This is called a 
Preferred Purchasing model. Lastly 
prescription drugs will be bought in 
bulk. 

Shannon O’Brien is going to help 
supply unemployed who lack job 
skills and basic education with 
resources to improve themselves. 
Importantly enough O’Brien is going 
to restore the Executive Office of 
Economic Development to cabinet 
level which will regulate and coordi- 
nate worker training and education. 

Shannon O’Brien is like a 
jackrabbit on steroids.She promises 
with words and attitude that she'll do 
everything when she becomes gover- 
nor. 

Polls show that Robert Reich 
trails closely behind Shannon 
O’Brien. Reich isn’t worrying though. 
He has the confidence of working in 
government. 

Robert Reich was a former secre- 
tary of the Labor Department. This 
means he knows how to get the ball 
rolling with the economy. It also 
means he can easily manage the distri- 
bution of state money just as well as 
Shannon O’Brien. 

If I may I would like to quote 
Reich. At his website, www.robertre- 
ich.org, he says,” Massachusetts, 
whose greatest natural resource is 
brainpower, cannot afford mediocrity 
in its schools.” If that quote didn’t 
impress you then maybe the fact he 
wants to have smaller classes will. 
Reich also wants to pay teachers more 
with competitive wages. This will 
hopefully keep veteran teachers in the 
schools and will also interest new 
teachers. Added support will also 
make the use of vouchers useless 
because the schools will be improved. 
He wants to have full day kinder- 
garten from ages three to five. In addi- 
tion to all this Reich wants to train 
unemployed in community college. 
He also wants to supply loans and 
tuition breaks for students going to 
state and community colleges and uni- 
versities. 

Through Reich’s health plan fam- 
ilies can buy a state worker’s plan 
which would save them about $4,000 
a year. People will be allowed to pur- 
chase prescription drugs through 
MassHealth at discounted rates 
because drugs will be bought in bulk. 
The elders of this Commonwealth will 
benfit from health care within their 
own home for cheaper rates than 
sending seniors to nursing homes. 

Robert Reich has a plan to fix our 
budget crisis. He’s going to raises the 
cigarette tax to 50 cents. He’s going to 
use money from the Rainy Day Fund. 
And he’s going to maintain the state 
income tax rate at 5.3%. Attracting 
business to old cities and creating 
more public transportation will 
improve the state budget and econo- 
my. 

Robert Reich means business. His 
experience makes him a perfect gov- 
ernor. 


Warren Tolman is the democratic 
underdog for governor. 


Robert Reich 


Warren Tolman is sly and clever 
like a fox. He has his own published 
book saying exactly what he wants to 
do in government. And he wants to be 
your governor. 

After reading about what Shannon 
O’Brien and Robert Reich will do 
with education, reading what Warren 
Tolman is going to do is like a broken 
record. Differences of what Tolman 
wants to do are minor which include 
making MCAS requirements less 
intense meaning students won’t need 
to pass it in 10th grade, building 
stronger schools by adding before and 
after school programs, eliminating 


Warren Tolman 


vouchers, and reorganization of the 
Department of Education are to name 
a few. 

Warren Tolman is _ looking 
towards an insurance reform in health 
care. By rising tobacco costs to reduce 
prescription drug costs, people save 
money. In a single-payer system indi- 
viduals will have comprehensive coy- 
erage with prescription drug coverage 
with low costs on themselves. 
Through a Medicaid stabilization fund 
community hospitals won’t have to 
close down with reimbursement s 
from the state. Uninsured will receive 
benefits in Tolman’s plans. Tolman 
recognizes the nursing shortage. He 
plans to give nurses incentives like 
earning low interest mortgages on 
new homes if a nurse works and lives 
in Massachusetts for at least five years 
prior. 

Massachusetts was a state of a 
nationally prosperous economy. 
Warren Tolman is all about bringing 
business back to our Commonwealth 
with jobs and training. Tolman wants 
adult training to be centered on 
biotechnology and bio manufacturing. 
By implementing better housing and 
transportation people can find jobs in 
Massachusetts easier to manage. 
Tolman also plans to eliminate tax 
breaks that don’t produce benefit. This 
means if a break doesn’t work we’ll 
be paying more taxes. 

Warren Tolman wants be a 
reformer of and for the future. He’s 
definitely a fresh face to the uptight 
and the phony. He promises to do as 
much as the others and more. Maybe 
this guy is more than meets the eye. 

It is a fact that Tom Birmingham 
is the education reformer. He’s 
worked to improve schools around the 
state. The Massachusetts Teachers 
Association which is the state’s largest 
teachers union also supports him. 

Education is Birmingham’s pri- 
mary focus. He co-wrote the 
Education Reform Act in 1993 which 
all students benefit from today. His 
goal is to continue expanding on this 
act by having smaller class sizes with 
more after school programs. In the 
plan more schools will be enhanced 
with technology and new schools will 
be built. Also he believes that students 
should be forced to pass MCAS to 
graduate. 

The second most important thing 
that concerns Tom Birmingham is 
health care. Strong leadership will be 


protecting and promoting 
Birmingham’s plans for easy access 
for affordable prescription drugs by 
buying bulk, affordable health care for 
children, adults, and families, provid- 
ing quality health care, and increasing 
nursing to gain relief in the nursing 
shortage. He’s going to expand the 
Prescription Advantage program so 
more senior citizens can get medicine. 

The strength of quality health care 
depends on the effectiveness of pro- 
gram procedures. Tom recognizes the 
despair of those unfairly treated 
because of a language and cultural 
boundaries in some hospitals. He 
hopes to have improved rights for 
HMO patients. Patients already can 
appeal HMO decisions and HMOs 
cannot deny a payment for necessary 
medical procedures. 

Within a Statewide Economic 
Development plan, Birmingham will 
use education and technology to 
improve our local businesses and 
communities. Already in 1998, he 
contributed to workforce training by 
creating a fund of $18 million dollars. 
The idea is to use this money in direct 
and innovative ways. In some cases 
teaching youngsters early about work 
and the workforce with real, ‘hands- 
on’ training will promote efforts 
towards a renewed bustling economy. 

Tom Birmingham has already 
done enough for us in education. If 
you better schools vote for him. 

Many topics I thought were 
important: education, health care, the 
economy, and how a potential gover- 
nor would perform in office may not 
be important to you. There are other 
issues that each candidate focus on. 
These issues include civil rights 
(which includes gay/lesbian rights), 
housing, the environment, security & 
anti-terrorism, and other issues like 
the Big Dig. Most people have a home 
and if we cared about the environment 
we wouldn’t do dumb things like 
drive a car short distances. Civil rights 
should be a given. It’s quite sad that 
this nation of ‘liberty’ is 200 years or 
so later is giving rights to people. If 


Tom Birmingham 


you worry about your safety learn 
Tae-Kwon-Do and don’t trust any- 
body. And the Big Dig is a joke. 

This story is a little outdated by 
having the story come out after the 
primary. This means that whomever 
wins this election will take on Mitt 
Romney. Shannon O’Brien will defi- 
nitely represent an independent leader. 
Robert Reich is the true reformer. 
Warren Tolman will be the thorn in 
legislation promoting programs with a 
stern voice. Tom Birmingham is all 
about education. To interject with my 
opinion Warren Tolman did a good job 
so far but no, he won’t make the cut. 
Tom Birmingham cares a lot about 
education and health care but what 
about everything else. My best bets 
would be Shannon O’Brien and 
Robert Reich. Both are excellent can- 
didates. The only way to distinguish 
them is that Reich is old and O’Brien 
is female. In either case, Mitt Romney 
doesn’t have a bloody chance. 


Should the 
US fight on 
two fronts? 


Not since 
== World War II 
y has the United 
States fought 
on two major 
defined fronts. 
As our nation 
remembers a 
year that has 

brought great 
turbulence, patriotism and _ reflec- 
tion, a new issue has confronted the 
world: what to do about Saddam 
Hussein and his refusal to let UN 
weapons inspectors into his country. 

While support for military 
action against Iraq is declining 
every day, President Bush has the 
extraordinary task of rallying not 
only the country, but the allies of the 
free world as well. 

Nobody seems to care whether 
or not Saddam Hussein is harboring 
weapons of mass destruction until 
he aims an_ Inter-Continental 
Ballistic Missile (1.C.B.M) in our 
direction, or in the direction of our 
arrogant European allies. If any- 
thing, history has taught us that pas- 
sive resistance is a fallacy when it 
comes to dictators. 

Classified evidence recently 
given to Bush leads him to believe 
Hussein may have, or is in the 
process of attaining nuclear capabil- 
ities. Despite this threat, British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair is the 
only European leader to side with 
Bush on the importance of immedi- 
ate military action. 

If the United States were to take 
action against Iraq, Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld feels | 
confident of a swift and decisive 
victory. But victories schemed on 
paper are different from victories on 
the battlefield. 

As a former Marine who has 
seen first-hand the miles of carnage 
left outside Kuwait City in the form 
of twisted steel tanks and rotting 
artillery pieces, | believe the bitter 
taste of defeat left in Saddam’s 
mouth has him salivating for 
revenge. What more despicable 
way to do it than through a 10-ton 
atomic warhead that would make 
Hiroshima look like a mere camp- 
fire. 

But the question remains if the 
war does not end quickly and drags 
out over a long period of time, what 
then? If Saddam Hussein is as tough 
to locate as Osama bin Laden, how 
can we as a country standing alone 
handle such a war? 

Resources like military person- 
nel who speak Farsi and Arabic will 
have to be diverted from the war on | 
terrorism in Afghanistan to the war 
in Iraq. Crucial assets like spy satel- 
lites and thermal imaging are valu-— 
able resources that cannot be in two | 
places at once. | 

We have the strongest and most 
well equipped military in the world 
that will have to remove a madman — 
who has had more than 10 years to 
dig tunnels, train an army and, God 
forbid, build an atomic bomb. 

If we are to strike, it must be as _ 
a single world power, and we must 
finish what we start. Our leaders 
must not forget that the most fierce 
enemy on the battlefield is the one 
who is defending his home. 

Steven M. Gilleo was a corporal in- 
the U.S. Marine Corps and is now a 
liberal arts major at NECC. 
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Discussion includes 
enrollment, new 
appointments, 
capital campaign, 
and priorities 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


The Board of Trustees meet- 
ing, Sept. 4, on the Haverhill 
campus included preliminary fall 
enrollment numbers, new 
appointments, the capital cam- 
paign update and the priorities of 
the college. 

Mary Ellen Ashley, dean of 
Lawrence campus, announced the 
preliminary numbers for fall 
enrollment are up 6.4 percent 
over last year and full-time 
enrollment is also ahead of last 
year by 8.2 percent. The official 
numbers will not be available 
until Sept. 17. 

“Enrollment looks very 
strong,” Ashley said to the trustee 
members at the meeting. 

Department chair/program 
coordinator positions announced 
were Ann Zabriskie, nursing; 
Faith Flythe, behavioral science 
and William Heineman, History 
and Government. Each will be in 
position from September 1, 2002 
~ June 30, 2003. 

Professional appointments 
announced were Grace Dimmick, 


Ashley tells Trustees 
enrollment is up 


director of the academic advising 
center; Cynthia Therrien, director 
of the center for adult and alter- 
native studies; Erin Willett, staff 
assistant for institutional 
advancement and Daniel 
Holloran, staff assistant for work- 
force development specialist and 
community liaison. 

President Hartleb announced 
the total pledges to date for the 
capital campaign for the new 
technology building. Of the $2 
million the school has to raise, 
over $1.7 has been paid leaving 
the Office of Institutional 
Advancement just $217,066 left. 
$115 thousand has already been 
given in verbal pledges. 

Hartleb also discussed the 
future of the college with eight 
top priorities- student success, 
curriculum, developmental edu- 
cation, enrollment, economic and 
workforce development, technol- 
ogy, culture and climate, and 
alternative funding. Hartleb said 
he plans on taking the month of 
October to talk to the college 
community to see which of the 
priorities needs to be focused on 
first. In November Hartleb will 
then bring it to the board for 
approval. A task force will then 
be put in place to establish the 
priorities. 

The next Board of Trustees 
meeting will be October 2, on the 
Haverhill campus. 


Understanding 
Islamic religion 


By KAREN RANDELL 
Contributing Reporter 


More than 1.5 billion of the 
world’s population follow its tenets. It 
is reportedly the fastest growing reli- 
gion in North America. People 
know very little about the religion that 
has it origins and beliefs in the same 
region that Judaism and Christianity 
began. 

Scholars trace Islam’s origins 
from Abraham. Mary, mother of 


will be | taught by Khaleel 
Mohammed, Ph.D., a professor of 
Islamic Studies at Brandeis 


University. He has written journal 
articles for the Journal of Religion 
and Culture and Medieval 
Encounters. He also received several 
fellowships and awards including the 
Institute of Islamic Studies 
Fellowship, McGill Graduate Studies 
Travel Grant, and Kraft-Hiatt 
Postdoctoral Fellowship, Brandeis 
University. 

This one-day, non-credit class - - 


Scholars trace Islam’s origins 


from Abraham. 


Jesus, receives more coverage in the 
Qur’an than in the New Testament. 
This class, which is appropriate for 
both the academic and non-academic 
researcher, touches on all aspects of 
the Islamic world-view, from piety to 
politics, classical to modern, and 
Arabia to America. 

“Toward Understanding Islam”, 


offered at Northern Essex Community 


College would explore Islamic 
beliefs. “Toward Understanding 
Islam” Course Number-2653 


OX1385 XA, will be offered for 
$59.00, on Saturday, September 28, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

To register or for more informa- 
tion call 978-556-3800. 


PACE receives $1.2 million grant 


Grant funds PACE 
program for another 
four years 


By CHRIS GOODHUE 
Contributing Reporter 


In today’s fast paced world, it 
may be difficult for some students to 
cope with the ever-present challenge 
that is known as college. There is 
however, a ray of light to help guide 
you known as PACE project. 

The Pathways to Academic and 
Career Excellence has been here at 
NECC for over 22 years, helping 
those who are less fortunate, and oth- 
ers who just needed some direction 
in their career path. 

“We’re really an advocate for the 
student,” said Karen Mitchell, the 
director of PACE. 

Some of the services PACE pro- 
vides are tutoring, mid-term evalua- 
tions, academic planning and assis- 


tance for those who are enrolled in 
developmental courses. 

PACE also provides field trips to 
four-year colleges to promote trans- 
fers and joint admissions, as well as 
career trips to such places as Verizon 
and Lucent Technologies. 

You could be eligible for services 
such as you are a first generation col- 
lege student, receiving finacial aid, 
disabled or if you are academically 
disadvantaged. 

Mitchell was also happy to 
announce the program, which is 
funded by the United States 


Department of education, received a 
$1.2 million grant to fund the pro- 
gram for another four years. 

The success rate of the program 
speaks volumes as well. Over 70 per- 
cent of PACE students have contin- 
ued their college careers for seven 
consecutive semesters, after joining 
the program. 

For more information on eligibil- 
ity or becoming a tutor for the pro- 
gram call Karen Mitchell at (978) 
556-3403 or stop by the office locat- 
ed in Spurk 200B. 


re a 


Were really an advocate for the student. 


—Karen Mitchell, director of PACE 


NECC launches program for men 


Workshops to include 
Job search help 


By JAY HOBSON 
News Editor 


Northern Essex Community 
College will launch a networking 
group aimed at men this fall. 

Men Talk is open to students and 
the community at large and will 
address topics including 
Entrepreneurship, Consulting, and 
Anger Management. 

An informational breakfast for 
any men interested in the program 
will be held Thursday, Oct. 24. 

“Our goal will be to build a net- 
working resource for men. We want 
to create a place where men can 
bring issues specifically pertinent to 
them, connect with mentors, explore 
labor trends and discuss short and 
long term goal setting for work and 
family,” said Mike Markham, 


Director of Placement at NECC. 

“Out of Work—Where Do We 
Go From Here?”, Job Markets, 
Taking a Positive Approach to the 
Job Search, and Surviving the Layoff 
are other scheduled topics of discus- 
sion. 

According to Markham, Men 
Talk takes a different approach than 
the Women’s Network which has 
been around for a decade. Men Talk 


Nov. 9, and Dec. 9 and are open to 
male and female individuals who, 
due to “corporate downsizing”, find 
themselves searching for opportuni- 
ties in the job market. 

All workshops are from 5-8 p.m. 
on tue Haverhill campus. 
Registration is required for breakfast 
Information Session on Oct. 24 and 
all Job Search Workshops. 

For more information or to regis- 


SS Ss 


Our goal will be to build a networking 


resource for men. 


—Mike Markham 


seeks to “bring men in with job 
workshops and then interest them in 
some of our other programming,” 
said Markham. 

A series of job search workshops 
will be conducted Sept. 16, Oct. 9, 


ter, E-Mail Mark Markham at: 
mmarkham@nece.mass.edu or call 
(978)556-3722. 


Andre Dubus III to speak at Library in Methuen 


Andre Dubus III, award -winning 
author of “Bluesman” and “House of 
Sand and Fog”, will speak at the 
newly - renovated Nevins Memorial 
Library in Methuen on Thursday, 
September 19 from 7-9 p.m. as part 
of the Library’s new Author Series 
Program. 

His novel - “House of Sand and 
Fog” - soon to be a major motion pic- 
ture starring Ben Kingsley and 
Jennifer Connelly, and published in 
eighteen countries, was a fiction 
finalist for the National Book Award, 
the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, 
the L.L. Winship/PEN New England 
Award, Booksense Book of the Year, 
and Oprah Book Club Selection and 
#1 New York Times bestseller. 

Andre Dubus has served as a 
panelist for the National Endowment 
for the Arts and has taught writing at 


Harvard University, Tufts University 
and Emerson College. In addition to 
writing and teaching, he has worked 
for brief stints as a bounty hunter, pri- 
vate investigator, carpenter bartender 
and actor. In his screen-acting debut, 
he will have a walk-on part alongside 
Oscar-winners, Kingsley and 
Connelly in the film “House of Sand 
and Fog”. He lives in Massachusetts 
with his wife, performer Fontaine 
Dollas Dubus, and their three chil- 
dren. 

Dubus will follow his talk with a 
question and answer period and book 
signing. Refreshments will be served 
in the library’s beautifully- restored 
former home. Pick up your free tick- 
et for this event at the Nevins 
Memorial Library, 305 Broadway, 
Methuen, MA or call 978-686-4080 
x18 to reserve your seat. 


The Nevins Memorial Library 
2002 Author Series program contin- 
ues November 7th with former inves- 
tigative reporter for the New York 
Times, Nicholas Gage, the national- 
ly-acclaimed author of “Eleni” and 
“Greek Fire”, a dual biography of 
Maria Callas and Aristotle Onassis. 
On November 21st Jay Atkinson, 
author of “Ice Time: a tale of fathers, 
sons and hometown heroes” and 
“Caveman Politics” will speak. On 
December 12th, Jane Brox, author of 
“5000 Days Like This One: and 
American family history”; “Here and 
Nowhere Else: late seasons of a farm 
and its family” and “Merrimack, A 
Poetry Anthology” will speak. 

The Nevins Memorial Library 
2003 Author Series will begin with 
Anita Diamant on March 6th. She is 
the author of “Red Tent” and “Good 
Harbor”. 
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American, British 
planes attack Iraqi 
sites in no-fly zone 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) U.S. 
and British warplanes bombed 
Iraqi installations in the southern 
no-fly zone Sunday, an Iraqi mili- 
tary spokesman told Iraq's official 
news agency. 

The agency report did not say 
if the early morning raid in Dhi 
Qar province, about 210 miles 
south of Baghdad, caused any 
damage or casualties. 

The U.S. military confirmed 
the attack. 

A statement released by U.S. 
Central Command headquarters 
at MacDill Air Force Base in 
Florida said coalition aircraft 
responded to Iraqi ground fire by 
launching precision-guided 
weapons to strike an air defense 
communications facility. 

The Iraqi spokesman told the 
official agency U.S. and British 
warplanes bombed “civil and ser- 
vice installations.” 

“Our heroic missiles and anti- 
aircraft units fired at the aircraft, 
forcing them to flee back to 
Kuwaiti territories,” the 
spokesman said without provid- 
ing further details. 


Saudi wants Iraq to 
move quickly, says 
U.S. can use bases 


DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) The Saudi foreign 
minister said Sunday the kingdom 
would be “obliged to follow 
through” if the United States 
needed bases in the kingdom to 
attack Iraq under U.N. authority. 

The comments to CNN by 
Prince Saud al-Faisal would mark 
a significant shift in Saudi policy. 
In an interview last month with 
The Associated Press, Saud 
declared that U.S. facilities in the 
desert kingdom would be off lim- 
its for an attack on Iraq. 

When asked by CNN specifi- 
cally if Saudi bases would be 
available to Washington, Saud 
said: “Everybody is obliged to 
follow through.” 

Saud said, however, that he 
remained opposed in principle to 
the use of military force against 
Saddam Hussein or a unilateral 
American attack. 

The remote Prince Sultan Air 
Base south of Riyadh hosts most 
of the 5,000 U.S. troops based in 
Saudi Arabia. 


3 French leaders visit 
Iraq hoping to avert war 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) Three 
French lawmakers are in 
Baghdad for talks with Iraqi offi- 
cials about averting war, Iraqi 
media reported Sunday. 

A French Foreign Ministry 
official said the visit was not 
endorsed by Paris. 

“War is of no benefit to Iraq, 
my country and the whole 
world,” the delegation leader, 
Thierry Mariani, told pre 


UMass chancellor cites need 
for private money after cuts 


AMHERST (AP) The new 
chancellor at the University of 
Massachusetts in Amherst said last 
week he wants to reduce the campus’ 
dependency on state money. 

John Lombardi, who took over 
the top administrative job at the uni- 
versity’s flagship campus in July, 
said private fund-raising will help 
wean the school off its heavy 
reliance on public support and pro- 
tect it in tough economic times. 

About 40 percent, or $223 mil- 
lion, of the campus’ $573 million 
budget last year came from the state. 
The remainder comes mostly from 
tuition and student fees. 

Lombardi wants state contribu- 
tions reduced to about 30 percent of 
the total budget with private dona- 
tions making up the slack. 

“Within 10 years we’ll make a 
dent in that,” he said. 

About $17 million in state bud- 
get cuts at the 24,000-student 


Amherst campus forced the universi- 
ty to lay off about 100 workers. 
About 120 professors and 391 of the 
school’s full-time employees took 
early retirement deals, and the athlet- 
ic department eliminated seven pro- 
grams. 

Morale on campus was wors- 
ened by the Legislature’s failure to 
override acting Gov. Jane Swift’s 
veto of $30 million in negotiated pay 
raises for professors and other high- 
er education workers. 

“The state does need to do more 
and invest more in this place because 
it’s a good generator of business and 
it helps stimulate the economy for 
the state,” Lombardi said. “At the 
same time, we can’t just say we’re 
going to wait for the money to come 
rolling in.” 

The campus will start. replacing 
some of the faculty positions vacated 
by the early retirements next year, he 
said. 


Meanwhile, the campus is estab- 
lishing a fund-raising foundation 
that will be largely run by volun- 
teers, he said. 

“We need people to take owner- 
ship of the fund-raising efforts,” he 
said. “If people aren’t excited about 
it, you can’t get them to give.” 

The former University of Florida 
president is known for his fund-rais- 
ing abilities. During his nine years at 
Florida’s helm, he raised more than 
$700 million. He said it’s still too 
soon to set a goal for how much 
UMass can raise. 

Robert Connolly, a spokesman 
for UMass president William Bulger, 
said Lombardi is taking the right 
steps seeking private money for the 
campus. 

“For better or worse, that’s a big 
part of the college leader’s job these 
days,” Connolly said. “You need to 
realize that you can’t just wait for the 
state to fund everything.” 


California community colleges 
must cut despite big enrollments 
—————¢¢—__—_ 


There’s a concern nationally that commu- 
nity colleges are not being funded ade- 
quately to keep the supply of workers 
flowing into the economy. 


SACRAMENTO (AP) A boom 
in the number of college-age stu- 
dents and laid-off workers means 
enrollment at California’s communi- 
ty colleges is skyrocketing. 

But the spike in enrollment — 
the largest in 12 years—has not been 
met by an equal increase in state 
money. 

Roughly 20 of the 108 campuses 
have already cut classes, despite 
swelling enrollment. And with a 
bleak state budget outlook in years to 
come, college officials worry it will 
only get worse. 

Community College Chancellor 
Thomas Nussbaum announced this 
week the number of students attend- 
ing state community colleges has 
climbed by more than 115,000, or 
about 6.9 percent, compared to last 
year. Nearly 3 million students 
attended California community col- 
leges last year. 

“Our main concern is that we are 
not going to be able to serve all of 
them in the future,” Nussbaum said, 
adding the funding shortage could 
mean fee increases next year. At $11 
per credit, California currently has 
the lowest community college fees 
in the nation. 

Part of the problem, school offi- 
cials say, is the formula that connect 
enrollment and funding. Under the 
state’s master plan —a 1960s educa- 
tion blueprint that guarantees every 
student the right to go to college— 
community colleges are obligated to 


—Sharon Tate, dean, 


East L.A. Community College 


accept every person who has a high 
school or general education diploma. 

But the state only increases 
funding up to a maximum of 3 per- 
cent above the previous year’s 
enrollment. This year’s state budget 
included a $118.7 million increase 
for California’s community colleges, 
which equals a little more than 
$1,000 per additional student. 

Community colleges already get 
significantly less than any other pub- 
lic school system or university, 
according to Mark Wallace, 
spokesman for the chancellor’s 
office. 

On average, the University of 
California receives nearly $27,000 
per student in state funding, 
California State University gets 
$10,905 per student, and community 
colleges receive $4,690 per student, 
Wallace said. 

“There’s a concern nationally 


that community colleges are not 
being funded adequately to keep the 
supply of workers flowing into the 
economy,” said Sharon Tate, dean at 
East Los Angeles Community 
College. “We need to have some 
equity in the funding formula.” 

California community colleges 
serve more minority and low-income 
students than any other college or 
university. Education officials worry 
that a cut in courses will discourage 
students who have to juggle work 
and family with school. 

“Anything that hurts the commu- 
nity colleges in terms of satisfying 
student needs, disproportionately 
hurts low-income and minority stu- 
dents,” said Michael Kirst, a profes- 
sor of education and business admin- 
istration at Stanford University and 
co-director of Policy Analysis for 
California Education. 


US News releases college rankings 


NEW YORK (AP) The manag- 
ing editor of U.S. News & World 
Report defended his magazine’s use 
of SAT scores, alumni donations and 
administrators’ opinions to rate 
American colleges and universities. 
But as new rankings came out last 
week, critics still said the system is 
flawed. 

For the third consecutive year, 
Princeton University topped the mag- 
azine’s list. Harvard and Yale tied for 
second place. 

U.S. News Managing Editor 


Brian Kelly said he regrets the 
emphasis placed on the rankings each 
year by schools and the media. 
However, he also maintained the 
rankings help parents and high school 
students make an objective choice in 
the college selection process. 

“The point of the critics is that 
this is not a valid way to look at col- 
leges,” Kelly said. “They say you 
have to look at what kids are actually 
learning and what their experiences 
are on campus, how much time are 
they spending with professors and so 


forth. Well, that’s a nice notion, but to 
actually quantify that is very difficult, 
if not impossible.” 

Kelly conceded the system’s not 
perfect. “But is it better than anything 
else out there? We think so,” he said. 

Travis Reindl, director of state 
policy analysis for the American 
Association of State Colleges and 
Universities in Washington, D.C., 
said the importance of the rankings 
decreases for individual students as 
they get closer to submitting applica- 
tions to schools. 
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Americans arrested 
for aiding al-Qaida 


BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) Five 
American men charged Saturday 
with supporting terrorism trained 
to use assault rifles and other 
weapons at an al-Qaida camp in 
Afghanistan where Osama bin 
Laden spoke about his anti- 
American beliefs, federal authori- 
ties said. 

The men, all in their 20s and 
of Yemeni descent, appeared in 
court Saturday and were charged 
with unlawfully providing mater- 
ial support and resources to for- 
eign terrorist organizations. 

The judge entered an innocent 
plea for each and ordered the men 
jailed until a detention hearing 
Wednesday. The charge carries a 
maximum penalty of 15 years in 
prison. 

Officials did not say what 
support the men were suspected 
of providing. 


Some fear new voting 
machines in Georgia 
will be replay of Florida 


ATLANTA (AP) Georgia vot- 
ers going to the general election 
polls in a few weeks will face 
ranks of new ATM-style touch- 
screen voting machines instead of 
paper ballots that must be marked 
with special pens or cards that 
have to be punched. 

Georgia hustled to overhaul 
its election system after Florida's 
disastrous 2000 presidential elec- 
tion. Now that another Florida 
election has ended in new disar- 
ray, partly because of its new 
touch-screen machines, some 
worry that Georgia may have 
moved too far too fast. 

“I think Georgia is making a 
mistake in rolling out new equip- 
ment on the general election day 
without having had it in place for 
the primary to test it and for peo- 
ple to get used to it,” said state 
Sen. Eric Johnson, Republican — 
leader of the Senate. 

Not everyone shares that 
opinion. ? 
It will be a smooth election, 
said Democratic state Sen. Jack — 
Hill, who served on the commis- — 

sion that helped devise the switch. 

“Frankly, we have a reputa- 
tion for getting the job done, and — 
Florida doesn't,” Hill said. 


Clouds of soot hang 
over hazy Texas skies 


DALLAS (AP) A mass of | 
industrial soot from the Midwest 
has converged on Texas, creating 
a haze that's stirred up breathing 
problems. d 

The soot is responsible for 
the hazy skies in the eastern half 
of Texas, state officials said 
Friday. 
The haze was expected to — 
linger, moving into West Texas — 
before clearing out on Monday — 
when a cold front was expected 
to blow through the state. 
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Anxiety over math classes? There is help 


NECC Math Center 
ready to help with 
student math needs 


By KAREN RANDELL 
Contributing Reporter 


My first week of Algebra Basic II 
I sat out in my truck for 15 minutes 
wondering why | was putting myself 
through this again. Anxiety had taken 
me over. My arms and legs felt as if 
they were numb and weighed 20 
pounds each. | was trembling on the 
inside so much I thought I was going 
to be ill. The desire to just drive 
home was intense. Then | realized 
that I didn’t want to fail again 
because it’s important for me to pass. 

So I talked to myself as I was 
experiencing these rushing feelings. | 
said, “Self, you can do this, there are 
supports here that can help you, all 
you have to do is calm down, take 
that first step and get out of the 
truck.” After I got out of my truck 
each step felt like my legs were made 
of lead. Before I knew it, I was in 
class. | had made it. The anxiety of 
not understanding or failing was still 
present all through class. 

After attending Hesser College 
for 5 years, taking College Algebra 


four times, Basic Math and countless 
private tutors. I spent close to 
2500.00 with no credits to follow. I 
felt as though I was never going to 
pass Algebra or any math class. 
need two forms of math for my 
degree. Which now has causes me 
extreme anxiety about even taking 
any math class. 

It was word of mouth and 
encouragement that helped me to 
decide to enroll at NECC by my best 
friend Sandy Casey, a present student 
studying in the Dental Assistance 
Program. How could I go wrong 
when Sandy has prompted me over 
the past 4 months about how the 
atmosphere in the Math Center was 
extremely supportive, accommodat- 
ing, and very positive never once 
making her feel that she didn’t 
belong there. 

On Friday when my _ basic 
Algebra II class was finished I ran to 
the Math Center. I was so over- 
whelmed that I really felt that I 
should be in Basic Algebra I not II. | 
was frazzled from the moment I sat at 


the table. | was approached by one of 


the staff and asked various questions. 
I explained my story above. Never 
once did any of the instructors that 
spoke to me discourage me to take 
Basic Algebra I. Instead they worked 
with me on the current problems | 
was having learning my basic rules. I 


a 


The Math Center is a very busy place that 
attends to students needs regardless of 
what type of math you are taking. 


Karen Randell photo 


Tutors and technical assistants are ready to help at the Math Center. 


NECC's Math Center offers help for many students. 


was inspired by the support of staff 


members that I was not the only one 
that felt this way. I was of the major- 
ity not the minority on my anxiety 
with math. 

When I left that afternoon I real- 
ized that I am not the only one that 
struggles with anxiety over Math. I 
did leave with a positive feeling for 
the first time in five years of strug- 
gling that I am going to make 
through this with a passing grade. 

The second week in class was a 
breeze. | felt more confident that my 
work was completed and I had a bet- 
ter understanding of what I was 
doing that I actually enjoyed my 
class. Now I know if I don’t under- 
stand what is being taught I’m on the 
fast track to the Math Center for help. 

Basic Math, and Algebra I & II 
Programs exist for the student that 
have previously taken math and 
found it to be to difficult. A student’s 
teacher must refer them to the pro- 
gram. The student must commit to 3- 
4 hours a week for two semesters to 
complete the course if they are hav- 
ing difficulties passing regular class- 
es. The Math Centers whole spec- 
trum is staffed by Tutors, Technical 
Assistants, at least four members 
have a Bachelors Degree in math or 
higher. There are four adjunct 
Professors that participate in the 
math center. Which really means 
they teach as well as tutor students at 
NECC: 

The Math Center is a very busy 
place that attends to students needs 
regardless of what type of math you 
are taking. Our Math Center is the 
Model Math Center out of fifteen 
Community College Campus in 
Massachusetts. The Math Center 
offers individual and group tutoring, 
support for students with anxiety, 
skill workshops, alternate testing 


opportunities for those needing 
extended time or alternative testing, 
supplementary material needed that 
is addressed in the classroom, and 
learning aids. 

Math Center Hours Lawrence 
Amesbury Street Campus Room 
001- Monday 9-11, Tuesdays 
&Thursday 9-2, 5:30-8:30 and 
Wednesday & Friday 9-2. (978) 738- 
7425. 

Math Center Hours Haverhill 


Help arrives in an informal setting. 


Karen Randell photo 


Campus Room C201- Monday 8-12 
(12-1 Closed for staff meeting) 1-3, 
5:30-8:30 PM, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
& Thursday 8-12 (12-1 Open for test- 
ing only), 1-3, 5:30-8:30, Friday 8-12 
(12-1 Open for testing only), 1-3. For 
more information about the Math 
Center or Developmental Math 
Courses contact Joseph R. 
Scascitelli, Math Center Coordinator 
at (978) 556-3432 Haverhill Campus 


Karen Randell photo 
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Reflections of September 11 


A moment to reflect 


Sept. 11 is a day no one in 
America will ever forget, many 
lost their lives either because of 
the direct act of terrorism or try- 
ing to save the lives of those 
trapped in the buildings. 

We as a nation can never for- 


get. 
Although some people may 
think Sept. 11 is done and over 
with and we need to move on, we 
felt it was important to put out our 
own tribute to the lives lost and to 
a nation that is forever changed. 
While we are not as powerful 
as some media organizations we 
wanted the community to know 
we care and we will never forget. 
We hope you enjoy reading 
what your fellow students had to 
say about one of the most horrific 
days in American history. It took 


a lot of courage for these students 
to put their thoughts and emotions 
into words. 

The Observer staff would like 
to thank everyone who submitted 
an essay about Sept.11. 

Unfortunately, we could not 
publish every story in full. 

So in order to portray, in the 
best possible context, the feelings 
of the NECC community regard- 
ing Sept.11 we took a little from 
here and a little from there to put 
together what we believe to be a 
fitting tribute to our new day of 
infamy Sept.11. 


Even in far off Estonia, 
she felt the pain of Sept. 11 


It was a nice Tuesday morning. I 
remember waking up on that sunny 
day. I have always liked that time of 
year - the colors of the trees and how 
the sun always seemed to shine 
brightest. As usual, I fought my little 
battle with sleepiness as my cell 
phone alarm clock began beeping. 

Mornings are very important to 
me, so was this Tuesday, Sept. 11, 
2001. 

I needed time to get everything 
ready and organized. Without a good 
morning I could not face the day. A 
calm morning put me in a good and 
happy mood. 

I remember going to work. It 
started to get chilly already, so | 
hid my hands inside my sleeves. | 
just loved that walk down to the 
bus station, but there was definite- 
ly nothing exciting about going to 
work. That was when my day 
became boring. 

| was working in a little cloth- 
ing store located downtown in the 
capital of my home country, 
Estonia. There were hardly any 
customers coming into the store on 
this random Tuesday morning. | 


started to wait for my lunch break,~ 


which I took later than the other 
associates so I could talk to my 
fiancé. He called every day at the 
same time, when he woke up. My 
“husband to be” lived in the United 
States so we had a little time differ- 
ence, about 7 hours. I loved when he 
called. I told him about my day and 
he would tell me his plans. This was 
always the best part of my day. 

I met my fiancé three years ago 
in the United States while working 
as an au pair. By September of last 
year we had been engaged about 
four months and planned to marry in 
December. It was kind of hard for us 
because we had to plan the wedding 
over the phone, and we did not know 
if | would get a visa. I was very 
excited and anxious. 

I had not gone to my visa inter- 
view yet, but despite that somehow I 
was already in the States in my 
mind. I was too scared to think about 


not getting a visa. I just was not pre- 
pared for that. I could not wait to go 
to the States and continue my life 
there. I have loved this country since 
the first time I came. 

Thinking back to this particular 
Tuesday, I was probably, as always, 
counting the hours until my workday 
was done. We had the radio playing 
in the store all the time. At the top of 
every hour we would listen to the 
news broadcast. There was never 
anything special about the news. 
News happened all the time, good 
and bad. We heard it every day but 
never paid any attention. But this 
September day was different. 

All of a sudden I heard the news 
I almost could not believe. The lady 


Two days later I went 
to my visa interview at 
the US Embassy. As I 
approached, I saw 
huge piles of flowers... 


announced that a plane hit one of the 
World Trade Center towers and that 
it could be a possible terrorist attack. 
I did not know what to think. I 
remembered being in those massive 
buildings that almost reached to the 
sky. I had never seen bigger build- 
ings in my life. Standing next to 
them I could not see the top, and 
from the top I could not see the bot- 
tom. First I thought that I heard it 
wrong, it just can’t be possible. 
Who would plan an attack like 
that against another country? Twenty 
minute later I heard the news about 
the second plane, and then the plan 
hitting the Pentagon. I was horrified. 
I wanted to call my fiancé to make 
sure he was okay. I picked up my 
phone but | could not get through. 
International lines were all busy, 
which had never happened before. I 
just had to talk to him. I knew that 
New York and New Hampshire were 
far apart, but in moments like these, 


nothing is more important than feel- 
ing the presence of your loved ones. 
Just when it seemed like things 
just could not get any worse, they 
did. The news came on again and 
said one of the towers had collapsed. 
I started crying. Finally my fiancé 
called me, and he said he was okay. 
He was surprised I already knew 
what had happened. He left work 
early to be with his family. I felt a 
relief after talking with him. I cannot 
even think about the people who 
may have gone to work on that day 
without saying the words “I love 
you” to their spouse or children. 
Finally my work day ended, and 
I could go home. I turned on the 
news and the first thing I saw was 
the picture of the plane flying into 


the towers. I started crying again. 
6 6 My little plan of going to the 


States did not matter to me any- 
more. I was not worried about 
whether or not I would get my 
visa. Before, this was the only 
thing I cared about. I spent the rest 
of the night crying and watching 
the news, and all I saw in my 
dreams was the plane hitting the 
towers. 

Two days later I went to my 
visa interview in the United States 
Embassy. As I approached the build- 
ing, I saw huge piles of flowers, can- 
dles and pictures. I began to realize 


_ the world would never be the same 


again. America’s history had 
changed forever. I felt the grief and 
enormous sadness looking at this 
sight before me. I could only imag- 
ine what was going on in New York. 

At my visa interview, we never 
talked about the terrible event that 
happened just two days previously, 
but I could tell that we both were 
thinking about it as I looked in the 
eyes of the American ambassador. 

I was granted the visa at my 
interview, but it did not make me 
happy. It was not that important any- 
more. Compared to the horrible 
things that so many people were 
going through, my worry about get- 
ting a visa just did not seem to mat- 
ter. The sights and sounds and 
details of that September day will 
always be in my memory. 


ALAN JORG LOACTTUTN 
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Almost a year has gone by and 
still we feel empty, desolate and 
hurt. 

Time has flown and also has 
stood still, some days longer than 
others. 

The memories of 9/11 will for- 
ever be imbedded in our minds. It is 
the day that changed the world. A 
day that, like Pearl Harbor Day, will 
live in infamy. 

I remember waking up on that 
morning and looking outside. It was 
a beautiful autumn morning. The 
sun was shining bright, birds were 
chirping, everything seemed to be 
normal. I remember my mom 
yelling for me to come quick. I had 
thought she fell and hurt herself. 


When I saw her eyes and realized 
she was scared, I didn’t know what 
had happened. 

“What’s wrong,” I asked her. 

She replied, “Someone just flew 
a plane into the World Trade 
Center.” 

I watched the news in absolute 
horror. A few minutes later another 
plane hit tower two. Right then I 
knew this was an attack. My mom 
sobbed and called everyone she 
knew just to check if they were all 
safe. 

Time went by, feeling like 
hours, but in reality it was only min- 
utes. More breaking news reported a 
plane had crashed in Pennsylvania. I 
thought, “When is this. going to 
end?” I wondered how could anyone 
do this, attack our freedom. 


binds our 
nation together 


sete eh 
I also think it is amazing how 
much more people are feeling 
the same sense of patriotism. 


After the day’s end I couldn’t 
help but try to hold back tears. 1 am 
not very emotional, but on that day I 
was extremely unstable. I realized 
how alone I really was. 

I reflected on who were my real 
friends and why they were my 
friends. What if I had fallen victim 
to this act of terrorism? Would I 
have made a difference or just taken 
up valuable space? 

When Sept. 11 taught me is that 
no matter how much money you 
have, how many friends you have, 
life is really about whether you have 
made a difference in people’s lives. 

Ever since that day my whole 
way of thinking has taken a dramat- 
ic turn. I used to take America for 
granted. Now I know to live here is 
not a right but a privilege. A privi- 
lege that has been abused and taken 


for granted by so many people. 

Sept. 11 has served as a lesson 
for so many people. On this day the 
world will remember every life and 
how each person is unique. I think 
it’s horrible that it takes this type of 
tragedy to bind our nation together. 

I also think it is amazing how 
much more people are feeling the 
same sense of patriotism. 

Even though this world will 
never be the same again, the world 
will be much better off in the future. 
Maybe people may learn that killing 
and hurting people will not make 
things better, but actually far worse. 
The final thing that I learned from 
Sept. 11 is I will never be alone, 
because I am an American. 
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Reflections of September 11 


Our nation became a little smaller 


If there is anything I will never 
forget, it will be Tuesday, Sept. 11, 
2001, the day that changed the way 
we live forever. What began as a typ- 
ical morning became a day in which 
many of us felt sucker punched by 
the fist of cowardice, and overcome 
with a fever of rage and discontent. 

Everywhere you went that day, 
the faces were long. Eyes of the peo- 
ple were filled with a mix of fear, 
sadness and anger. A stranger could 
look back into your eyes as if you 
were some sort of living, walking 
mirror, and for once people under- 
stood exactly what was eating at you. 

1 remember ooking at the sky 
repeatedly that afternoon, wondering 
if the worst of the storm has passed, 
or if that had just been a squall in 
what could be a monsoon of terror. It 
was amazing, I thought, how a group 
of sick, depraved individuals - sim- 
ply because they considered it wrong 
— could spill the blood of innocent 
people exorcising their basic human 


right to live as they chose. 

Then I remembered that this was 
the early 21st century, in a world that 
apparently knows no boundaries to 
madness. 

If anything positive has come out 
of this act of war and hate, it is the 
fact that our nation became a little bit 
smaller that day. That woman who 
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I remember looking at 
the sky repeatedly that 
afternoon, wondering 
if the worst of the 
storm had passed. 


smiles at you every time you pass her 
in the grocery store wasn’t just 
another face in the crowd of life any- 
more, but a fellow patriot who, much 
like you and me, believes in liberty 
and the Constitution. The old man 
who lives across the street was no 


longer just a neighbor to you, but an 
American who would give his body, 
heart and soul in the name of this 
country. 

Many did give more than their 
heart and soul a year ago. The heroic 
passengers of United Airlines Flight 
93, who overtook their captors and 
prevented another disaster should be 
regarded as war heroes. Mr. 
President, please send the families of 
these brave people the Congressional 
Medals of Honor. The New York 
City Police and Fire departments, 
along with National Guard members 
who aided the rescue and clean-up 
efforts should be rewarded as well. 

As we reach the one-year 
anniversary of this tragic event, one 
can’t help but be overcome by these 
same emotions that possessed us all 
365 days ago. We should not curb our 
patriotism, but be open with these 
feelings of grief and anger to one 
another, and, as a whole, all of us can 
respect one another and not take our 
freedoms lightly. 


Bell tower ringing: powerful tribute 


GAYLE SIMONE 


Sept. 11, 2001 is a day the entire 
world will never forget. It was the 
day America watched the World 
Trade Center in New York and the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C. be 
struck with an act of terrorism. And 
in Pennsylvania where passengers of 
Flight 93 gave their lives to stop the 
terrorists from hitting their final tar- 
get, we felt the terror as a nation. All 
of these moments will forever be in 
our memories. 

One year later, America has not 
forgotten the horrific day. 

Tributes, held in honor of those 
who lost their lives in the shameless 
act of terrorism, were held across the 
world. America, joined by our armed 
forces stationed in such places as 
Afghanistan, took part in a moment 


of silence at 8:46 a.m., the time at 

which the first plane slammed into 

the northern tower of the WTC. 
NECC had its own tribute and I 
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One year later 
America has not 
forgotten the 
horrific day. 


was proud to be a part of it. 

Walking out of the student center 
after the moment of silence, I 
stopped in my tracks. It had seemed 
as though the whole campus stood 
still. Nobody was moving. People 
just stood, alone or in groups, silent, 
listening to the bell towers ringing. It 


was a tribute that will be forever 
imbedded in my memory. 

For 15 minutes, I reflected on 
what I felt last Sept. 11. The fear, the 
uncertainty of what was going to 
happen next. 

I remember, last March, as I 
stood on top of the Empire State 
Building I was staring at the tempo- 
rary light monument where the Twin 
Towers crumbled to the ground and 
the emotions I felt were overwhelm- 
ing. I must have stood there for about 
15 minutes silently crying to myself 
for those who lost their lives. 

President Bush addressed the 
nation from New York on Sept. 11 
this year and to me the most impor- 
tant thing he said was: “We will not 
relent until justice is done and our 
nation is secure.” 

Bush has not forgotten and never 
will, just like the rest of us. 


On Sept.l1, at 8:46 AM a 
nation went silent as it remembered 
the horrific events of a year ago. 

The Twin Towers burning, peo- 
ple frantically running in the streets 
of NYC these are images perma- 


nently etched in our minds. 
Nothing will ever erase the terror of 
that fateful day. However, this 
country has reasons a plenty to 
proudly wave the red, white and 
blue. 

Beginning the day after the 
attacks and extending to the present 
day America has developed a new 
sense of pride and a genuine thank- 
fulness for things usually taken for 
granted. 

Countless Americans lost their 
lives due to a senseless act of vio- 
lence, but millions still remain to 
carry on their memory. 

Ken Waldie, a dedicated hus- 
band and father of four, was on the 
first plane to hit the towers. His 
absence can still be felt throughout 
the town of Methuen where he was 
a dedicated volunteer to youth 
sports programs. 

On Sept.9, two days before the 
one-year anniversary of his death, 
the people of Methuen paid tribute 
to their fallen friend by hanging 
flags and banners along a bridge 
overlooking rt. 213. 


Bridge: a tribute to a 
local Methuen man 


Tributes like this can be seen all 
over America, a sign that indeed we 
will remember what happened, but 
at the same time be able to cele- 
brate life and the memory of our 
heroes. 

Massachusetts Governor Jane 
Swift announced in a statement 
addressed to all state employees 
that they should be allowed one 
hour off Sept.11 to pay tribute how 
ever they see fit. 

Swift also announced the cre- 
ation of a 24-hour toll-free counsel- 
ing hotline scheduled to run 
through Sept.16, designed to help 
Massachusetts residents cope with 
the anniversary. 

It was extremely difficult 
twelve months ago, as it still is 
today, to believe there was a light at 
the end of the tunnel. 

Through all the sadness, tears 
and heartache a ray of hope does 
shine very bright, it’s the light 
reflecting off a nation determined 
not to break no matter how dark it 
gets. Hundreds of firefighters ran 
into the darkness unsure if they 
would ever walk out, that level of 
courage has inspired a nation. 

So for this, the one-year 
anniversary of Sept.l11 and for 
every Sept.11 until the end of time, 
Americans should hold their heads 
up high and keep their eyes focused 
on the light. 


Bitterest tears 


A year has passed since the event 
of September 11, and I find myself 
reflecting back on this day once 
again. When I think back on this 
time, I remember a quote from 
Harriet Beecher Stow. It reads, “The 
bitterest tears shed over graves are 
for words left unsaid and deeds left 
undone.” This quote brings back the 
emotional feelings I was having on 
that horrific day. It reminds me of the 
new choices I have made in my life. 

On that day, | remember driving 
to NECC with not a care in the 
world. My life was going as I had 
planned. I was happily married, my 
children had grown to be fine adults 
and were off to college, my husband 
had a dependable job, and we were 
all happy and healthy. Life was good, 
or so I thought, until I heard that hor- 
rible announcement on the radio. An 
airplane had just crashed into one of 
the famous Twin Towers in 
Manhattan, New York. This was the 
beginning of a nightmare for millions 
of Americans. Little did I know how 
much this event would affect my life. 

As the day continued the events 
got worse and life was now not how 
I had planned. There had been an act 
of terrorism brought against this 
country. Four planes had been 
hijacked and forced to crash, one into 
the Pentagon, two into the World 
Trade Center, and one with an 
unknown location. The Trade Center 
towers had fallen, thousands had 
died, and the nation was in dispair. 
Thoughts of fear and regret were 
going through my mind and I could 
not control the tears. 

I started to think about everyone 
and everything that was important to 
me. I found myself continually trying 
to hold back tears from all of the 
strong emotions that were going 


through my mind. I began question- 
ing myself as to whether or not I had 
expressed clearly to my family how 
much I loved them. I wondered if I 
had given them a hug or kiss that day. 
Did I say that I loved them? Did they 
know how important they are to me 
and how greatful I was to have them 
in my life? I was fightened, angry, 
and scared. But most of all I was 
ashamed for taking things for grant- 
ed, such as there will always be a 
tomorrow. I never thought that 
tomorrow might not come. At that 
moment in time, I found myself 
questioning, “What if tomorrow 
doesn’t come? Will I) have any 
regrets for words never said and 
deeds not done?” 

The answer at that time was yes, 
so, | made a promise to myself to 
change. From that day on I began to 
make changes in my life by taking 
the time to keep in touch with my 
family and friends and let them know 
just how dear they are to me. I have 
found doing little things, such as a 
phone call, a visit, a hug, a kiss, or 
saying I love you, has made a major 
difference in my life. I feel closer 
than ever to my family and I think 
they feel closer to me. 

As September 11, approaches, I 
cannot help remembering all of the 
emotional feeling | had from the past 
September 11. For me it was truly a 
wake-up call. I realized the fact that 
the things which are important to me 
may not always be there. I cannot 
control what the future will bring but 
I can control my actions. So, ‘if 
tomorrow does not come, I will not 
shed bitterest tears. I have made new 
choices in my life by expressing my 
true feelings to the people that I love 
and care about so they know I love 
them and | am there for them if they 
need me. 
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The events on Sept. 11 made me as an idi- a Th : feeLeeh d 
vidual realize our country is not exempt 9 eer Oper ee ah ae es 
American citizens stronger, united, and 


from terrorism. 
more aware of the world around them. 


—Michael Perez I’m not ready to give 
up freedom. I didn’t 
fight for OUD Shi te ee ee ot KP 
ae freedom. Imagine 

what our soldiers ——_______§-4—__—_ 


would do if they 


—Karissa Keene 


September 11 changed a lot of people on 
how they view life. I thin.: «>! everyone 
should live their life as ii were their last 
day and never take it forgranted. 


—Jared D’Agata 
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I felt as if my life as I 


knew some of us 
were willing to give 
up what many have 
died for. 


—Robert 
Clarenbach 


One of the first things I did on that day 
was Call my National Guard unit and put 
my name on the list of volunteers to go 
and help in anyway. 


—Ronald Rincon 


TRAIT ET Sh La a 


knew it was gone 
forever. 


When the World Trade Center Towers 
collapsed my heart sank. Thoughts like, 
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—Tammy Glidden “that could have been my dad in there” I think that the Twin 
were racing through my mind. I have Tower tragedy has 
always been proud to say that my dad isa helped many people 
firefighter, and now after September 11 I re-evaluate — what 

time well spent is. 
rr am even move vroud of my dad. 
—Marie Soly 


Since 9/11, I have —Jennifer Grifone 


realized that I need 
to be closer to my 
family and friends. 


—Nika Fontaine 


I’m thankful that none of the people that 
I love were in the disaster, but those who 
lost family on September 11, I am sorry 
for your loss. 


aes 


I think that a 
miracle occurred 
because it brought 
American citizens 
closer together. 


—Robin Allaire 
—Roberto Alba 


ee ge ee 


Everybody came together saddened for 9/11 has made every day a little more 


what happened. The whole country came 
together in a way no one thought 
possible. Everybody felt hurt inside, their 
pride damaged, but not destroyed. 


—Ricardo Rivera 


special to everyone, especially me. It has 
helped me to take life one day at. a time 
and live it to its fullest. You never know 
when life is going to end. 


—Joe Diorio 
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Indie artist, Melissa Ferrick rocks for MFA 


By DEBRA TSANTARLIOTIS 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


On August 28 singer-songwriter, 
Melissa Ferrick played to a sold-out 
show for Boston’s Museum of Fine 
Arts outdoor summer concert series. 

Ferrick opened the set with 
“Burn This Guitar,” a track from her 
most recent release “Listen Hard.” 
It’s a song about her career taking 
over her life and how she tends to 
overlook the people who are most 
important in her life. 

She played a lot of the newer 
songs but didn’t forget about the old 
favorites like “Everything I Need,” 
“Freedom,” “North Carolina,” and 
“Welcome to My Life.” She also 
gave the audience a taste of what’s 
yet to come when she played a song 
she had written only a few days prior 
to the show, which had yet to be 
named. 

Her performances of “Shatter 
Me” and “Lets Fly,” both off the 
record “Listen Hard” were by far the 
most high-energy performances of 
the night. Her intricate guitar playing 
was certainly showcased. She 
strummed her guitar so hard and so 
fast that you could barely even see 
her hand. At one point she broke a 
string but no one seemed to notice 
until after the song, when her road 
manager, Jen Perry went on stage to 
hand her another guitar. 

Ferrick told the crowd that play- 
ing at the museum was a humbling 
experience. She reminisced about 
going to the MFA when she was 
younger with her parents and how 
she never dreamed she would get the 
chance to perform there. 

This concert was extra special 


Sept. 18, 2002 


Courtesy of Right On Records 


Enthusiastic Ferrick Fans sing along and applaud their folk/rock 


goddess. 


Bae eg Spy 


Melissa Ferrick will 
be back in Boston on 
Dec. 6. 


and intimate because she was playing 
solo. In the past couple of years 
Ferrick had been touring with drum- 
mer, Brian Winton. The audience sat 
on the ground in the beautiful court- 
yard and just listened to her play. At 
the end of each song they would 
applaud her performance. The 
Ferrick heads that were there are 
used to seeing her perform at places 
like the Avalon Ballroom. This was 


quite a different setting. Many of the 
people in attendance had MFA mem- 
berships and hold tickets to all of the 
shows through out the summer. 

Ferrick insisted, because of the 
setting she was in, that she couldn’t 
play the one steamy love song 
“Drive,” that fans go crazy for. The 
audience was understanding and did- 
n’t seem to be disappointed. 

Melissa Ferrick is the most ener- 
getic, sincere, phenomenal performer 
out there. She gives her all when she 
is on stage, and the fans know it. At 
the end of her set the audience stood 
and applauded her amazing perfor- 
mance. Ferrick bowed her head gra- 
ciously and thanked everyone for 
coming. 

Melissa Ferrick will be back in 
Boston on Dec. 6 for a performance 
at the Avalon Ballroom and in 
Northampton on Dec. 7. 


Courtesy of Right On Records 


Melissa showcases her intricate guitar playing for her devoted fans. 


Courtesy of Right On Records 


Rock ‘vn’ roll is back with a vengeance with 


this ‘Hi 


By DEBRA TSANTARLIOTIS 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Good rock ‘n’ roll is making a 
come back and one of the bands 
helping to make this happen is The 
Vines. 

The Vines, a mix of Nirvana, 
The Beatles, and The Ramones 


y Evolved’ group, The Vines 


In April of 2000 The Vines were 
interviewed by a Sydney radio sta- 
tion that, after the interview, played 
a demo of their single “In the 
Jungle.” This caught the attention of 
Andy Cassell who was with 
Winterman and Goldstein 
Management at the time. He met 


that produces albums and then sells 
them to major record companies. 
As time progressed people start- 
ed hearing more about this band 
called The Vines. They were asked 
to cover The Beatles “I’m Only 
Sleeping,” for the soundtrack of “I 
Am Sam.” As the attention of the 


Billboard 200, and number 5 on col- 
lege radio. They also graced the 
September issue of Rolling Stone 
magazine. 
On Aug. 29 The Vines played at 
the MTV Music Video Awards in a 
battle of the bands performance 
with The Hives. Their performance 
of “Get Free” was high pow- 


are Craig Nicholls on guitar and 4 ¢ ered, aggressive, and was 
vocals, Patrick Matthews on arguably the best performance 


bass, Hamish Rosser on drums 


of the night. In rock and roll 


thevines.com photo 


The Vines are heating up the air 


tradition Craig smashed his waves with the song ‘Get Free.’ 


and Ryan Griffiths on guitar. 


The Vines are getting ready to change the 


Pree eh! Par og err ae 


It all started back in 1991 
when then 15 year old Nicholls 
met Matthews while working at 
a local McDonalds in Sydney 
Australia. At that time both guys 
were major Nirvana fans. The 
two began playing together and 
eventually recruited Rosser and 
Griffiths. 

In October of 1994 they played 
their first gig officially as The 
Vines. They named The Vines after 
a band Nicholls father was in, in the 
1960’s called The Vynes. The Vines 
continued to play gigs for about six 
years. 


with the band and eventually he and 
his two partners began managing 
them. They released demos of all 
their songs to various A&R people 
in the music industry. 

They eventually caught the 
attention of a record company 
called Engine Room out of Sydney 


face of rock music as we know it today. 


band grew they moved on from 
Engine Room and signed on with 
Capitol Records. 

The Vines’ debut album, 
“Highly Evolved” was released on 
July 15 of this year and ever since 
has been climbing the Billboard 
charts reaching number 28 on the 


guitar repeatedly on_ the 
ground and into the drum set 
at the end of their perfor- 
mance. 

If you are sick of watered 
down rock music like Linkin 
Park, P.O.D, and Blink 182 
and long for innovative rock 
‘n’ roll music, The Vines are the 
band for you. The Vines are getting 
ready to change the face of rock 
music, as we know it today. These 
Vines are “Highly Evolved.” 


vette! é 
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Cody Chesnutt is ready to unvail his much 
anticipated ‘Headphone Masterpiece’ 


By DEBRA TSANTARLIOTIS 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Sixties soul, southern hip hop, 
pop, rock, and funk are all elements 
that glue the pieces together on up 
and coming artist Cody Chesnutt’s 
debut album,“TheHeadphone 
Masterpiece.” The 32- year old 
wrote, produced, and played every 
instrument on the record. 

Chesnutt started playing in 1983 
when he was just 13. A few years 
later he formed a group called 
Crosswalk and landed a record deal 
with Hollywood Records. After they 
completed their first LP, “Venus 
Loves a Melody,” their record com- 
pany decided to drop them from the 
label. To make matters worse 
Chesnutt was kicked out of the 
band. 

Instead of leaving the music 
industry for good, Chesnutt created 


Carole King’s ‘Tapes 


codychesnutt.com photo 


Cody Chesnutt brings his visions 


from the “Sonic Promiseland” 


to the rest of the world. 


pop culture classic 


By DEBRA TSANTARLIOTIS 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


It was the year 1971. The album 
is one of the most influential albums 
in music history. I’m talking about 
the legendary Carole King’s 
“Tapestry.” 

With lyrics like “when I see your 
face/mellow as the month of May,” 
“When my soul was in the lost and 
found/you came along to claim it,” 
and “My life has been a tapestry of 
rich and royal hue/An everlasting 
vision of the ever changing view,” 
Carole King has been named one of 
the greatest song writers of all time. 

Songs such as “I Feel the Earth 
Move,” “So Far Away,” It’s too late,” 
and “(You Make Me Feel Like) A 
Natural Woman,” are as relevant 
today as they were back in 1971. 
These songs are a part of history and 
I'm sure 30 or 40 years from now 
they will still be heard on radio sta- 
tions everywhere. 

“Tapestry” is such a wonderful 
work of art that the songs have been 
recognized by artists like James 
Taylor and Michael Jackson who 
each covered “You’ve Got a Friend” 
and the queen of soul, Aretha 


Franklin who covered, “A Natural 
Woman.” 

Today you can hear Tapestry’s 
influence on artists like Sarah 
McLachlan, Patty Larkin, Tori Amos, 
and Susan Tedeschi. 

The brilliant lyrics and the raspy 
voice of Carole King make 
“Tapestry” an album that artists since 
then have tried to emulate. 


his own music studio in the bed- 
room of his apartment, which he 
refers to as the “sonic promiseland.” 
Because Cody was no longer with 
the band, he felt free to experiment 
with new sounds and new ideas. 

“The Headphone Masterpiece” 
showcases Chesnutt’s life experi- 
ences, creativity, and influences. 
The album contains rock influenced 
tracks like “Upstarts And A 
Blowout,” urban soul in “Serve This 
Royalty” and some pop with the 
song “Look Good in Leather.” 

If I could come up with one 
artist whom Chesnutt reminds me of 
it would be one of the most musical- 
ly talented artists of all time, Prince. 
The eclectic sounds and style of 
Chesnutt are reminiscent of 80’s 
Prince. Artists such as Macy Gray, 
Nelly Furtado, and Res have all 
taken notice on this up and coming 
new talent. The new Roots album, 
“Phrenology” features Chesnutt’s 


isa 


Six of the twelve tracks on the 
album were major hits for Carole 
King back in the 70’s and they con- 
tinue to remain popular today. 
“Tapestry” is an album that you listen 
to from beginning to end without 
skipping over any tracks. Carole 
King’s Tapestry will forever remain a 
pop culture classic. 


CBS Records photo 


Carole King remains one of the greatest singer/songwriters. 


Make your voice heard: 
Drop off or send letters to our 


observe 


or 
email us at: 


Student Center newsroom 


r@necc.mass.edu 


collaboration on the song “The 
Seed.’ 

Chesnutt created his work of art 
in his “sonic promiseland” with one 
microphone, a 4-track, and the use 
of his headphones. “I designed it 
specifically for these head- 
phones,’Chesnutt said in regards to 
his album, “The headphone master- 
piece” in an interview with MTV 
reporters. “My music is every- 
thing...the gerber daisies that you 
see in somebody’s garden, the 
poverty-stricken gutter 
projects...everything.” 

The thirty-six song debut slated 
for release later this year is going to 
take the music industry by storm. 
With its rawness and creativity, 
“The Headphone Masterpiece” will 
hold a permanent place in pop cul- 
ture with its predecessors, Prince’s 
“Purple Rain,” and Michael 
Jackson’s “Thriller.” 


codychesnutt.com photo 


Cody Chesnutt s talent is up 
there with the likes of Prince and 
Michael Jackson 


Imagine Studios offers 
variety of entertainment 


Don’t miss 
Imagine Studios’ 
5th Annual ecologi- 
cal awareness, 
music and _ arts 
event the “Stone 
Bone Feather 
Festival.” 

What’s in. a 
name you ask? 
Well, this family 
friendly, communi- 
ty festival is 
Imagine Studios’ 
largest annual event 
combining missions of perform- 
ing, visual and healing arts. 

This outdoor event is held at 
beautiful Lake Gardner Beach 
and Powow Hill in Amesbury. 
The collaborative outreach event 
includes dozens of arts, environ- 
mental, educational, holistic, 
humanitarian & other nonprofit 
organizations, schools & groups. 

The festival has recently 
been acknowledged by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
as “An exemplary project that 
makes a contribution to the 
social fabric of community life 
in the state.” Due to the continu- 


imaginestudios.org photo 


ing growth and 
success of this pro- 
ject we are expand- 
ing the festival to a 
two day event Oct. 
19-20. Nearly 
1,000 people 
attended last year’s 
festival and we 
hope to double that 
number this year. 

Activities 
include: Solar 
powered stage fea- 
turing a variety of 
music, spoken word perfor- 
mance and educational speakers; 
Interactive Art Trail featuring 
3D sculptures by adult & youth 
artists; numerous kids activities; 
Arts&Crafts vendors; Healing 
arts mini sessions and _ holistic 
consultations; community drum- 
ming circle and workshops; 
guided canoe trips & nature 
walks; live animal presentations; 
organic foods and more! 

A complete schedule of 
entertainment and activities may 
be found at www.imaginestu- 
dios.org 


Cast announcement for 
‘A Funny Thing Happened’ 


Pseudolus Paul Melendy 
Hysterium Steve MacKinnon 


Hero Erie Salvi 
Senex Allan Mayo 
Domina Laura Fedele 
Philia Christina Cappello 
Miles Gloriosis Aaron Foss 
Erronius Bryan Burs-Fedele 


Marcus Lycus Jorge Marrero 
Courteans in the house of 
Marcus Lycus: 

Emily Mooers 

Gina Kattar 


Shayna O’ Donahue 
Jenna Melnicki 
Chissy Coates 
Brianna Berthiume 


Proteans: 
Charlotte Gulezian 
Marcel Morel 
Andy Pomerleau 
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“Anthropomorphic or not, 
stay off the couch!” 


By Davip LEVINSON WILK 


Across 
1. Eden, e.g. 
7. Annual theater award 
. Letter writer's afterthoughts 
. Iroquois confederacy member 
. What horses with sulkies do 
. "So there!” 
. Zeus' favorite child 
. "Judging Amy" actress 
. Put Dolly in stitches? 
. They could use refinement 
."Don't__ stranger!" 
. Place to relax 
. Kick off 
26. Quantities: Abbr. 
28. Place to return to after a stay in 
detox? 
32. John Stockton stat 
35. Architect Saarinen 
36. Opposite of vert. 
37. A master of disguise, as evi- 
denced by 20-, 28-, 48- and 58- 
Across 
40. Showery month: Abbr. 
43. Sen. McCain's state: Abbr. 
44. Armstrong's program 
48. Cure linguist Chomsky the old- 
fashioned way? 
51. Partiality 
52. Corporate symbols 
53. Summer purchases: Abbr. 


Mark Anderson 


56. "Pygmalion" 
monogram 

57. Annoying insect 
58. Revolutionary's treat? 

62. Exxon Valdez mishap 

64. Retro car 

66. It comes before a dropped 
name 

67. "Dark Angel" star Jessica 

68. Make up for 

69. Capital of Switzerland? 

70. Harts' sweethearts 

71. "Origins of Totalitarianism" 
author 


playwright's 


Down 

1.__ long way (last) 

2. They're played at the Olympic 
Games 

3. Prepares leftovers, say 

4. Carpe 

5. Novelists Ferber and O'Brien 

6. Org. for Kweisi Mfume 

7. Conductor Klemperer 

8. Mawr College 

9. "The Last Days of Pompeii" 
heroine 

10. Quebec's Festival d' 

11. Person "plagued" by Moses 
12. City of northwest Sicily 

13. Not the best defense, perhaps? 


ae 
GROENIAG 


ARTIS A CALLING! ART 


WHAT? WHAT TH--2 
WHY 00 LT BoT HER 
MAKWG ART? AS IE 
ITS A CHOICE 2 Don'T 
You UNDERSTAND? 2 WE 
AQTISTS HAVE TO MAKE 


WHY DO You 
BOTHER MAKING 
ART? 


EVERY CREATION), NO MATTER 
How MODEST, REVEALS A 

SECRET PROFUNDITY ABOUT 
THE ARTIST, THE WORLD, 
AND THE EATIRE UNIVERSE | 


WHEN You'RE AN ARTIST, 
4YOu'RE ALONE WITH Yoursere 
AND YET You ARE tn TOUCH 
WATH THE INFINITE Losin G 
ALL BouNDaRics AS You 

ELow INTO THE CeaTive 


DOREAM- Stare f 
a 
PS CRA) 
‘ee a 


THERE'S So LITTLE TIME AND 
Sd MANY PANELS TO DRAW)! 
Every SELonod BRingo US 
CLOSER TO THE GRAVE! oH 
M4 Gop, I'M ON 0EADLnE | 


Makin G AGT (S ScAeu ! 
its ALSO EXcTin6, 

AGONIZING, ILLUSION — 
SHATTERING AdD EVHAUSTNG! 


SJPVO AL WY Ag tHe 2 BLTMNOMAS SSBNL aD BNO Loet A1-s 


Sms 


Oon'T 4OU UNDERSTAND THE 
PRESSURES WE ARTISTS 
ARE UNGERt2 LOOKING 
OVER OVA SHOVLOERS, EvEeM 
STEP OF THE WAY, ARE QuUR 
PARES, TEACHERS, FRienn’, 
Ceitics, ENEMIES, AND 
OTHER CARTOONIST S!! 


Wind Him ye AND 
Look ATHIM GO! 


I signed up fora 
sleep disorder seminar. 
I'm convinced my insomnia 
is caused by some kind of 
biological malfunction. 


Stacey, it's 
not biological, 
it's emotional. 

You're just 

stressed. 


Okay, maybe it's me. 


not stressed. 
It's not me. 


Trust me, 


SEE ANSWERS, PAGE 17 


19. Shakespearean verb 
21.Fonddu__, Wis. 
23. Meadow murmur 
25. Dogg of hip-hop 
27. [not my error] 
29. First name in entertainment 
television 
. Catch a conger, say 
. Vicinity 
. Persian potentates 
. It flows to the Garonne River 
."O Sole fe 
. San Francisco's __ Hill 
. Spent 
. Spring bloomers 
. Entertains 
ae up!" 
. Stamped 
. W.W. II agey. 
. Camp beds 
- Opposite of bien 
. Snake charmer's snake 
. Curl one's lip 
~ Venus de. 
. Dresden's river 
. It's said with a sigh 
. Yield 
. Crib, so to speak 
. C.P.R. expert 


MER WM 
BERR BE 


37 
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~ Health & Happiness 


Hello. My name is Kristin Bell 
and I am reprising my role as 
Health & Happiness Editor of the 
Observer. You may remember the 
section from last semester. It 
included recipes, ideas for happy 
and healthy living, and who can 
forget the horoscopes by Miss 


Anna. I graduated from NECC last 
spring, class of 2002. So what am I 
still doing here? Well I enjoyed 
writing for the paper so much that I 
am taking an interior design course 
once a week so that I can still be on 
the Observer staff. I hope that if 
anyone has any thoughts relating to 
health, happiness, food, crafts, pro- 
jects, anything...that you won’t hes- 
itate to submit your work to the 
Observer. In addition to writing, I 
like to cook, take walks, bowl, play 
softball, and go to _ the 
beach...weather permitting. Have a 
good semester, hope to hear from 
you. 


BY MISS ANNA 


ARIES: 
(March 21-April 20) 


It’s a great week to improve 
relationships, particularly within the 
family. This may be the opportune 
time to reach out to someone who 
looks up to you, possibly a child. Be 
alert to all money opportunities, 
postponing any major decisions for 
now. 


TAURUS: 
(April 21 - May 21) 


You are looking and feeling 
your best, so use this positive energy 
to your advantage - get out and 
accomplish things. Communications 
with others go well - you are a mind- 
reader with all around you. Tensions 
elsewhere may find you taking it out 
on a loved one. 


GEMINI: 
(May 22 - June 21) 


Make it a point of getting 
chores and errands out of the way 
earlier, because it looks like rest, 
relaxation and partying is in store for 
later. Be aware of the helpful insights 
surrounding you, rapid advancement 
at work may be a result of heeding 
suggestions. 


CANCER: 
(June 22 - July 23) 


Personal financial planning is 
favored. Your intuition is sharpened 
concerning money matters. You may 
run into an intense blow-out with a 
mate or lover - keep your cool, things 
will straighten out rather quickly. 
Spend some time by yourself. 


LEO: 
(July 24- August 23) 


It will be a busy week for you. 
Hard work on your part will bring 
you closer to your career and person- 
al goals. Be supportive of family 
members, someone is going through 
a tough time. Resolve financial con- 
cerns you have now, before things 
get out of hand. 


VIRGO: 
(August 24 - September 23) 


You are eager to help out wher- 
ever needed, but avoid those who 
manipulate your actions. Be sure that 
your efforts go to a good cause. 
Enjoy a break from the routine for a 
couple days. Luck will find you with 
extra dollars you weren’t expecting 
at all. 


LIBRA: 
(September 24 - October 23) 


You are ready to conquer any 
obstacles this week. It may not be a 
bad idea to spend some time alone, 
because your criticisms of others 
may get you in deep water. It’s hard 
to concentrate, and daydreaming 
won’t hurt - unconscious messages 
have practical value. 


SCORPIO: 
(October 24 - November 22) 


This week finds you in tune 
with your lover or mate, which 
makes for great fun and accomplish- 
ments for the next several days. It 
looks quite favorable for you to 
move closer to your goals. If people 
at work don’t argue with you, they 
will argue around you- keep a low 
profile. 


SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 23 - December 21) 


You need to get away from your 
hectic routine to be alone with your 
thoughts. Be confident of success in 
business dealings. Avoid any 
unpleasant financial surprises by 
going over matters to clear up any 
discrepancies. You can reach a meet- 
ing of minds with opponents. 


CAPRICORN: 
(December 22 - January 20) 


A friend challenges you to 
break out of your shell and promote 
yourself for advancement. Maybe it’s 
time - trust yourself and you'll be 
happier in the long run. A great 
career opportunity presents itself, 
and you'll move ahead without 
upsetting anyone. 


AQUARIUS: 
(January 21 - February 19) 


It’s hard to avoid confronta- 
tions. Someone you have recently 
befriended may turn on you. It'll be 
better to remain silent than be drawn 
into unnecessary arguments. Travel 
is favored for the next several weeks. 
If involved in litigation, expect to 
win. 


PISCES: 
(February 20 - March 20) 


Career advancement seems 
effortless, so pursue your most cher- 
ished goal. Co-workers will welcome 
your great ideas. It may be a good 
idea to spend a little bit of time on 
your own, getting back in touch with 
yourself. Resolve differences that are 
putting distance between you and a 
loved one. 


The “Kitchen Bell” is still rmging 


The French 
Macaroon: A cookie 
of a whole other nut. 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


The average  cookie-eater 
remembers macaroons as a moist, 
very sweet, coconut treat. Though 
there is nothing erring with this for- 
mula, the French enjoy a macaroon 
with a completely different composi- 
tion. The French macaroon can be 
described as two-almond flour, 
meringue cookies sandwiching a 
creamy filling of your choice. 

The French macaroon is a recipe 
that you can be very creative with. 
Simply start with the basic ingredi- 
ents and add your favorite, natural 
flavors to the recipe to design a cook- 
ie that meets your taste palate. 

The base for the traditional 
French macaroon is almonds that 
have been ground into a flour-like 
consistency. You can find almond 
flour at some specialty food stores. If 
you want to make it yourself use 
whole almonds that have been in the 
freezer for a day and grind in a food 
processor of coffee bean grinder. By 
freezing the almonds it seals in the 
natural oils so not to have an adverse 
effect with the temperamental eggs 
whites used in the meringue. 


Also, if almonds aren’t your 
thing you can flour any type of nut 
you like. However, keep in mind that 
nuts have different levels of oil in 
them and the amount of egg whites 
may need to be adjusted. 


Ingredients: Meringue cookie 


Almonds 10 oz. 
Powdered sugar 1 Ib. 
Egg Whites 2 cups 
Sugar 1 1/2 Ib. 


Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Start by whipping the egg whites, 
either by mixer or (if you have the 
strength) by hand at a high speed. 
When the eggs become white and 
peak, they hold their shape like the 
peak of a mountain, it is time to turn 
the mixer down and gradually add 
the plain sugar. Mix the two for a 
while as the mixture begins to get 
thick and glossy. Never stop the mix- 
ing or let the mixture just sit. It 
should resemble Fluff when it’s 
ready. This is called meringue. 

Combine the dry ingredients in a 
large bowl, the almond flour and the 
powdered sugar. Add some of the 
meringue to the bowl and fold into 
the dry ingredients. Repeat until the 
two mixtures are blended into one. 
Be sure not to over blend, this will 
make the egg whites lose their airi- 
ness. 

Line a baking tray with parch- 
ment paper. Use a pastry bag to pipe 
the meringue mixture into consistent 


circles, any size you like. If you don’t 
own a pastry bag, cut the corner off 
of a large plastic baggy. Pipe the 
cookies on the tray in a staggered for- 
mation, not even rows. This will help 
the air circulate around the cookie so 
they cook more evenly. Bake approx- 
imately 15 minutes or until the cook- 
ie holds it shape when touched and 
does not wobble. Let cool. 

Finish off the treat by spreading 
any flavor jam or creamy filling in 
between two cookies to make a 
scrumptious sandwich. This maca- 
roon recipe, though different, can 
still satisfy one’s sweet tooth with a 
bit of French flare. 
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Ribbon hanger display 


Organizes and dis- 
plays items while 
saving counter space 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


There is a creative way to get 
some of the things you see in stores at 
a fraction of the cost; make it your- 
self. Everyone knows how frustrating 
it can be to see something you like, 
and discover that the manufacturer 
has suggested the retail price to be 
out of your range. In fact much of the 
time there is no sense in paying so 
much for something that isn’t equiv- 
alent in quality and value. 

So what is the answer to this con- 
sumer dilemma? Cut the cost of all 
the middlemen, spread your crafty 
wings and fly into the field of manu- 
facturer for yourself. It feels good to 
create things with your own hands 
and you can be more creative and 
design things just the way you like it. 
Basically you get what you want at 
the price you want. 

An easy project for the craft 
novice is a ribbon display board to 
hang on the wall. You may have seen 
them in stores or on craft shows. It is 
as useful as a corkboard but much 
more pleasing to the eye. You can 


create your own color scheme or 
theme to match any room. 


Tools you will need: 

Any size (shape of a square or 
rectangle) plywood board or you can 
also use a simple wooden frame with 
no glass, just four sides. 


Batting, basically a cotton filler 
in the form ofa roll, found at any fab- 
ric store or craft store 


Fabric and ribbon that compli- 
ments one another 


Scissors, staple gun or stapler, 


and a threaded sewing needle 


Start by cutting the batting to fit 
the piece of board, or wooden frame. 


Cut a piece of fabric larger on all 
sides by 2 inches than the frame. 
Stretch the fabric around the frame 
and batting and staple to the backside 
of the board or frame. The technique 
is similar to upholstering furniture. 
Make sure it is snug and tight and 
appears even from the front. 

Next cut pieces of ribbon long 
enough so that they can be stapled to 
the back of the board and tightly 
stretch across it diagonally. You may 
place them as far apart as you wish, 
in a criss-cross formation. The design 
will look similar to a lattice. 

The hanger is done and ready to 
display any pictures papers, pho- 


tographs or anything else you wish. If 


the ribbons don’t seem tight enough 
to hold items, tack the intersected 
points of the ribbon to the fabric with 
a needle and thread. 
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Cut the cost of all the middlemen, 
spread your crafty wings and fly into 
the field of manufacturing. 


Stability ball adds element of fun 
and balance to your workout 


LAFAYETTE, La. (AP) It looks 
like a beach ball, but the stability ball 
goes beyond fun and games. The 
exercise aid can be used for every- 
thing from yoga to aerobics to occu- 
pational and physical therapy. 

“The possibilities are just limited 
by the instructor’s creativity,” said 
Marisa Alack, an occupational thera- 
pist who also uses the stability ball to 
teach aerobics at Lafayette General 
Medical Center’s Wellness Center. 


See puzzle, page 15 


Unlike the weighted medicine 
ball, this one is as light as it looks. 

Andrea LeBlanc uses the ball in a 
class called Bouncin’ for Balance, 
also taught at the Wellness Center. 

“The ball is a good tool for 
strengthening core muscles, which 
are the abdominals and back mus- 
cles, postural muscles —the muscles 
on the side of the spine that help 
maintain good posture. 

Judy Wijayasuriya has 
been attending the class since 
May. “I hate aerobics,” she 
said. “I can’t keep up. But this 
is more closely controlled. You 
have the ball for stability.” 

Wijayasuriya said she has 
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already seen results. “It has 
strength exercises and I think 
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my flexibility has increased.” 
In the class, participants sit 
on the ball while using dumb- 


bells to improve upper body 
strength, drape themselves 
over it to stretch the spine and 
perform strength-building 
exercises while balancing 
prone on top of it. They hold 
the ball between their feet and 
lift it to add a twist to abdomi- 


nal crunches and other muscle- 


building activities. 

Using the ball, sometimes called 
the Swiss ball, because it originated 
as a physical therapy tool in 
Switzerland, increases the effects of 
any exercise on the body. 

“It’s not a stable surface—one 
that’s not moving,” Alack said. “Your 
body is constantly challenged not 
only to perform strength exercises, 
but to maintain balance.” 

Almost anyone can use the sta- 
bility ball, Alack said. “They use it 
with pediatric patients all the way 
through older or neurologically 
impaired patients and women with 
osteoporosis wanting to work on 
coordination and strength for injury 
prevention.” 

Children take to the ball immedi- 
ately, LeBlanc said, but people of all 
ages can benefit from using it. 
“People in middle age really get a 
good workout from the stability ball, 
when they’re just beginning to lose 
some stability and coordination. 
Older people can also get a good 
workout, more on the beginner 
level.” 

The stability ball may have a 
serious purpose, but that doesn’t 
mean the classes are always serious. 
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*Study skills (Sept. 13th) 

*Stress/Time management Sent 27h) 
*Balancing school/work/family/life Ou 11th) 
*Myers-Briggs type indicator overview Or Ist) 


Held on fridays beginning oe 6th 
Noon-1:00 p.m. 
F-139 (Student Center) 


Come once, occasionally, or consistently — 
For more information call The Career Ae Milas 
Center 978.556.3722 


Little Sprouts 
Annual October 
training 


Key note speaker: Betsy Evans, 
author of “You Can’t Come to 

My Birthday Party”, Conflict 
Mediation Strategies 

Book signing event-Come meet our 
local author. 

Training Workshops: 


-Steve Butler, author of project adven 
ture “Quick Silver”, Guide 
to Effective Leadership 


-High Scope Curriculum Strategies 
for Large Group Time 


-Wellness for Body, Mind and Spirit, 
How to nurture balance in 
yourself 


-Business Management in Early 


Childhood 


-Active Learning for Infants and 
Toddlers 


-Music and Movement with 
Preschoolers 


Contact : Lynnie (978) 682-6135 
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By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


In the history of pro football 
many great quarterbacks have 
graced the gridiron. Montana, 
Marino, Graham, Baugh, Elway 
these names at one time or another 
will all have a permanent place in 
Canton. 

However, when it comes down 
to selecting the greatest QB ever 
one name stands alone... Johnny 
Unitas. #19 came after Graham 
and Baugh and before Elway and 
Marino, in that time he transcend- 
ed the position putting a perma- 
nent face to the game and a visual 
definition to the position. 

A cool exterior coupled with 
his trademark crew cut and high 
top cleats made Unitas a perma- 
nent fixture in the minds of foot- 
ball fans. Unitas was named to the 
NEFL’s All-Time Team and was 
declared the “Greatest Player in 
the First 50 Years of Pro Football.” 

Elway and Montana may have 
made the two- minute drill 
famous, but it was Unitas who 
invented it. 

It’s all these things that made 
Johnny U an icon to a generation 
and in my opinion, the best quar- 
terback in NFL history. 


Who is the 
best QB ever? 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


When I think of whose picture 
should be in the dictionary under 
the word quarterback, I think of Joe 
Montana. 

Montana, selected in the 3rd 
round of the NFL draft in 1979, 
began his career with the San 
Francisco 49ers, where he led the 
team to four Super Bowl victories, 
three of which he had the honor of 
being named MVP. 

Montana was a master in late 
game comebacks, 31 total fourth 
quarter come-from-behind wins. 
One of the most memorable come- 
backs was the 92-yard drive in the 
final 34 seconds of Super Bowl 
XXIII against the Cincinnati 
Bengals. All football fans, com- 
mentators, teammates and oppo- 
nents knew his performance was 
uncanny and dubbed him 
“Montana Magic.” 

The QB from Notre Dame had 
a NEL career total of 3,409 com- 
pletions and 40,551 yards, with 
273 touchdowns. He won the pass- 
ing title in 1987 and 1989. 
Montana still hold the NFL record 
for six 300-yard passing post sea- 
son games. 

Montana played 16 years in the 
NFL before retiring from the 
Chiefs. 

I think Montana was a warrior 
on the field and had a knack for dri- 
ving defenses nuts, which is why I 
say he was the best quarterback 
ever to lace up a pair of kleets and 
step onto the field. 


The passing of a legend 


The sports 
world lost an 
icon Sept.11 
with the pass- 
ing of leg- 
endary quar- 
teen biatcrk 
Johnny 
Unitas. 

Unitas: 
69, suffered a 
heart attack while undergoing physi- 
cal therapy in the Baltimore suburb of 
Timonium. 

Of course there’s the numbers. 
The first to throw for 40,000 yards, a 
record 290 touchdown passes, NFL 
MVP in 1964 and 1967, ten Pro 
Bowls, two NFL championships in 
1958 and 1959 and induction into the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1979. 

But the legacy of Johnny Unitas 
stretches far beyond statistics. #19 
was a hero to a generation. What 
Mickey Mantle was to baseball Unitas 
was to football. His picture should 
appear in the dictionary next to quar- 
terback, simply because he defined 
the role. 

Johnny U didn’t have the most 
graceful form or even the strongest 


arm, but with two minutes left on the 
clock and 99 yards to go there was no 
one you’d rather have under center. 

This fact was proven in the 1958 
championship game between the 
Unitas led Baltimore Colts and the 
New York Giants. In what has been 
called “the greatest game ever played” 
Unitas put the Colts in position to tie 
the game completing four passes in 
less than 90 seconds and then put 
together an 80-yard drive that resulted 
in the game-winning touchdown. 

Unitas played well before my 
time but through stories both read and 
heard I’ve developed a deep respect 
and appreciation for his contributions 
to the game of football. 

My favorite Johnny Unitas story 
comes from my father who grew up 
idolizing #19. The Colts traveled to 
Foxboro in 1972 to play the Patriots in 
a Monday Night Football game. 
Unitas, playing in his last season for 
the Colts, was the back-up quarter- 
back. The Colts starting quarterback 
Earl Morell, wasn’t getting the job 
done so Unitas was put in. 

“I remember him warming up 
right in front of me,” my dad said, and 
my brother saying, “Even if he does- 
n’t get in this is great.” That was the 
kind of effect Unitas had on football 
fans. 


There’s a few quarterbacks in the 
game today who have the right idea, 
but no one past or present will ever 
equal the leadership of the great 
Johnny Unitas. 


photo courtesy of ESPN.com. 


Johnny U in his prime 


U.S. hoops overrated 


There is an old cliché that says 
the world of sports mirrors real life. 


After all, sports can surprise you, 
make you jump with joy or break 
your heart quicker than a teenaged 
prom queen. 

So to keep my sports sanity and 
blow off some steam, I am going to 
share with you a few rants and raves 
storming through my head. 

“Team” USA Basketball 

Since 1992, American Basketball 
could always count on three things. 
Connecticut’s women’s team would 
dominate, a healthy Jordan would be 
unstoppable and team USA would 
annihilate international competition. 

After “team” USA’s loss to Spain, 
a loss that secured sixth place at the 
World Championships, our nation’s 
basketball ego is bruised and I am 
furious. 

How could a team of twelve NBA 
superstars lose to teams sprinkled 
with NBA talent? Each of these 
games was gut wrenching. 

In every game, “team” USA lol- 
lygagged for three quarters before 
turning it up in the fourth quarter. 
They played matador like defense 
while taking their offensive plays 
from the Antoine Walker school of 
one on one. 

David Aldridge reported on 
ESPN.com that several USA players 
didn’t understand how important this 
was to the rest of the world. Are you 
kidding me? It doesn’t take a genius 


to understand that when you are 58-0 
in world competition, as the U.S. was 


entering their game against 
Argentina, that everyone will be gun- 
ning for you. 


That is the most disturbing part of 
this ordeal. One would assume that 
after Sept.11 any American athlete 
would play with passion and vigor 
while representing a healing nation. 

I hope that future American teams 
remember the look of shame on the 
faces of Paul Pierce, Andre Miller 
and the ten other NBA superstars who 
lacked the heart and desire to repre- 
sent their country honorably. 


Speaking of championships, you 
think the Steelers still believe the bet- 
ter team didn’t win the AFC 
Championship game last year? 

What was up with the Steelers 
calling timeouts and putting one in as 
time expired? Kordell calling trick 
plays, faking spikes and calling time- 
out is one of the most pathetic 
sequences I have seen in a game. Why 
isn’t the media berating Bill Cowher 
and Stewart for this? Maybe Cower 
thought they could score the touch- 
down and then go for the eighteen 
point conversion. 

Finally, it’s a travesty that Troy 
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Our nation’s basketball ego is bruised 


and I am furious. 


Some thoughts that coincide with 
the start of the NFL season. 

Am I the only person that loves 
the fact that the Patriots are still not 
getting any respect? Vegas disses 
them, the national media treats them 
as if they were the Houston Texans. 
To top it off they aren’t that good in 
Madden 2003. That is the same moti- 
vation that got them those beautiful 
rings last winter. 


Brown didn’t make “The Sporting 
News Top 100 Players in the NFL.” 
Do they mean to tell me that players 
like Emmitt Smith(at his advanced 
age), Stewart and Hines Ward are all 
better football players than Brown? It 
seems like you have to live in New 
England to truly appreciate what he 
means to this team. 

If only the Red Sox played with 
as much heart as #80 does. 


19 Saturday—Rivier Away 
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/NECC 
2002 Cross Country 
Schedule 


September: ae 


14 Saturday— Rivier 
28 Saturday— Go 


| October : oS oe 


5 Saturday—CCRI Away 


_ 12 Saturday— Roger Williams Away 


2002 Volleyball Schedule 


September: 


19 Thursday Holyoke Home 7:00 
21 Satuday Mitchell College/WNEC Home 1:00 
24 Tuesday Lesley Away 7:30 
28 Saturday CCRI/Dean Away 1:00 
30 Monday Mass Bay Away 7:00 
October: 

2 Wednesday Dean College Home 7:00 
8 Tuesday Lesley Home 7:00 
10 Thursday Mass Bay Home 7:00 
12 Saturday Holyoke/Mass Bay Away 1:00 
16 Wednesday Bridgewater JV Home 7:00 
19 Saturday Dean/Mitchell Away 2:00 
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18-hole 


Call for tee time: 978-374-9621 


A little help goes a long way 


NECC athletic director 
is still without an 
assistant 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


It’s been twelve months since 
the position of Assistant Athletic 
Director ceased to exist here at 
Northern Essex. 

In that time Athletic Director 
Sue MacAvoy has been left with 
twice the workload without the 
help of an assistant. 

Being the only full-time 
employee in the athletic depart- jo. 
ment as well as the head volleyball 
coach doesn’t leave Sue with a lot 
of free time. 

In addition to making sure her 
team is ready for the season, 
MacAvoy has to arrange schedules 
for all the other teams on campus 


while keeping in constant commu- jyECC 4D. Sue MacAvoy, watches her 
volleyball team prepare for the season. 


nication with the coaches of those 
teams. 

Asst. Athletic Director had 
been a full-time position for five 
years before the resignation of 
Andrew Pittington in August of 
2001. Pittington, who also served as 


women’s basketball coach, left a 
huge void in the athletic department. 

Luckily, MacAvoy was able to 
secure Larry Snow a long time 
Haverhill basketball guru to coach 
the Lady Knights for the 2001-02 
season. Snow led the team to the 
MCCAC title despite starting the sea- 
son a month late and having only 
eight players. 

Unfortunately, as reported in the 


However, the current state of the 
budget just doesn’t allow room for 
MacAvoy to expand. The proposed 
budget has $310,000 set aside for 
student activities a percentage of that 
goes towards athletics. That’s a 
$4,066 jump from the $305,934 stu- 
dent activities warranted in 2002, 
hardly enough to hire another full- 
time employee. 

What’s discouraging is that at the 

board of trustees meeting held 
Sept.4 there was an _ extra 
$155,000 in the proposed budget 
set aside for a non-unit salary 
reserve going towards raises for 
all administration including the 
president. 

If there is room in the budget 
for this why can’t a piece be cut 
out for another full-time employ- 
ee in the athletic department? 

Even with developments like 
this MacAvoy remains content 
with her current position although 
a little help would be nice. “I’d 
like to see them get back positions 


Pete Edgerly photo that were lost to help return quali- 


last edition of the Observer, Snow 
resigned in August. He had hoped to 
secure a full-time position like Asst. 
Athletic Director. 


ty programs,” MacAvoy said. 
Considering the success the 
athletic program has enjoyed over 
the last few years, bringing 
extremely positive attention to the 
school, it doesn’t seem to much to 
ask. 


Volleyball team gears-up 
for season 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 
coined the 


Whoever phrase 


“there’s strength in numbers” never 
encountered the NECC volleyball 
team. 

Despite returning only four play- 
ers from last year’s team the Lady 
Knights are on the rise already sport- 
players with 


ing eight a few 


prospects in the works. “We usually 
start out slow,” said head coach Sue 
MacAvoy. 

Time is on the Lady Knights 
side, coming off two weeks of solid 
practice they open their season 
Sept.19 at home against Holyoke: 

“At this point I have one of my 
most talented teams,” said MacAvoy 
who is starting her fifth year as 
coach. 


Following a 4-8 — season 
i=) 


MacAvoy is clearly optimistic about 
this year’s squad, “I’m more excited 
about this year.” 

The Lady Knights will play an 
eleven- match schedule against such 
formidable opponents as Lesley, 
Western New England and _ the 
Bridgewater State JV team. 

Playing six of the matches at 
home NECC will enjoy the comfy 
confines of the Sport sand Fitness 
Center. 


Pete Edgerly photo 


Pete Edgerly photo 
NECC volleyball team takes to the court for pre-season practice. 
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* Students chillin’ between classes ty karen ranaen 
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Sitting in the sun, Amanda Moss, left, and Amanda Waldie share a 
laugh. 


Jitters is a fun hang out between classes. 


4 Ly Students gathering on the back left side of Spurk. 
/ 


